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READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Section A
Answer Question 1.

Section B
Answer two questions.

The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question. 

You are reminded of the need for good English and clear presentation in your answers. Please leave a line between each paragraph.


















Section A

You must answer Question 1. 


THE SUPERPOWERS AND CUBA, 1959-1962


1 Read the sources and answer the questions which follow.


Source A

Within the past week, unmistakable evidence has established the fact that a series of offensive missile sites is now in preparation. The purpose of those bases can be none other than to provide a nuclear strike capability against the Western hemisphere. 

This secret, swift, and extraordinary build-up of Communist missiles, in an area well known to have a special and historical relationship to the United States, is in violation of Soviet assurances and in defiance of American strategic and hemispheric policy. This sudden, secretive decision to station strategic weapons for the first time outside of Soviet soil is a deliberately provocative and unjustified change in the status quo which cannot be accepted by this country if our courage and our commitments are ever to be trusted again by either friend or foe.

Acting, therefore, in the defence of our own security and of the entire Western hemisphere, I have directed that the following initial steps be taken immediately: Firstly, to halt this offensive build-up, a strict quarantine on all offensive military equipment under shipment to Cuba is being initiated.

From President Kennedy’s speech announcing a quarantine on Cuba, October 22 1962.



Source B

It is clear to everybody that the economic embargo by the American monopolists can be a prelude to intervention against Cuba. Therefore, we must speak up in defence of Cuba and give warning that the imperialists can no longer rob and divide the world as they please, each choosing any piece for himself, as they used to do in the past. Today the peoples of the colonial and dependent countries rebel and fight successfully to rid themselves of the shameful colonial yoke and of enslavement by the United States imperialists. For our part, we shall do everything to support Cuba and her courageous people in their struggle for the freedom and national independence which they have won under the leadership of their national leader Fidel Castro.

It should be borne in mind that the United States is now not at such an inaccessible distance from the Soviet Union as formerly. If need be, Soviet artillerymen can support the Cuban people with their rocket fire, should the aggressive forces in the Pentagon dare to start intervention against Cuba. The Pentagon would be well advised not to forget that we have rockets which land accurately in a predetermined square target 13,000 kilometres away. 

From Soviet leader Khrushchev’s speech to 
a communist party conference in Moscow, July 1960.




Source C

Normally about one-third of our total sugar supply comes from Cuba. Despite every effort on our part to maintain traditionally friendly relations, the Government of Cuba is now following a course which raises serious question as to whether the United States can, in the long-run, continue to rely upon that country for such large quantities of sugar. I believe that we would fail in our obligation to our people if we did not take steps to reduce our reliance for a major food product upon a nation which has embarked upon a deliberate policy of hostility toward the United States.

The Government of Cuba has committed itself to purchase substantial quantities of goods from the Soviet Union under barter arrangements. It has chosen to undertake to pay for these goods with sugar traded at prices well below the prices in the United States. The inescapable conclusion is that Cuba has embarked on a course of action to commit steadily increasing amounts of its sugar crop to trade with the Communist bloc. 

It has been with the most genuine regret that this Government has been compelled to alter the heretofore mutually beneficial sugar trade between the United States and Cuba. 

From President Eisenhower’s statement announcing 
restrictions on US imports of Cuban sugar, July 1960.


Source D

[image: https://lh4.googleusercontent.com/034vr9l1MoOahnzG_jmEe5c9mceN-V4DLGOHxz1sdrN_k357mK0xbEPd2mWXvPCpu8rcwe5hoM4YsRwpXkiexmtOxWtWQw-eCjoTy1eFcsxC_oRPKayrBIFxf8vjDbLtdYEwOxZoNf23akzf5w]

A cartoon published in the Soviet Union in 1960.  
The notice held by a member of the US government says to Cuba’s Fidel Castro, 
‘I forbid you to make friends with the Soviet Union!  – USA.’



Source E

As (the then-US Secretary of Defense) Robert McNamara later admitted, “…the underlying cause of the crisis wasn’t the deployment of missiles in Cuba but the basic tension — partly ideological — between the two blocs.” The Cold War and US-Soviet relations formed the primary context within which the Cuban missile crisis was situated.

In the ExComm meeting of October 27, US Secretary of State Dean Rusk reiterated “the Cuba thing is … an intrusion in the Western Hemisphere”. This Soviet aggression was problematic for two reasons. First, the so-called Western Hemisphere had traditionally been the preserve of the United States: Since the enunciation of the Monroe Doctrine in 1832, foreign powers had been warned to keep out. Second, this intrusion was thought to be but the first in a series of Soviet moves. Subsequent aggression would assuredly follow.

From an academic publication by a British professor of international relations, 1999.



Now answer the following questions:

(a) Compare and contrast the evidence provided in Sources A and B on Soviet military assistance to Cuba.	[10]

(b) How far do Sources A to E support the view that US policy towards Cuba was mainly influenced by ideology from 1959-1962?	[30]






Section B

You must answer two questions from this section.


EITHER

2 [bookmark: _GoBack]How far do you agree that the transformation of Sino-Soviet relations was determined by security concerns from 1950 to 1979?	[30]

OR

3 Assess the effectiveness of Singapore’s foreign policy in responding to the Second and Third Indochina War.	[30]

    
AND EITHER

4 	‘The political effectiveness of the UN principal organs during the Cold War was ultimately dependent on the great powers.’ Assess the validity of this statement. 	[30]

OR

5 To what extent did American interests underpin the failure of the United Nations Mission in Kosovo?	[30]
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