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Answer Question 1. 
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Answer either Question 2 or 3. Answer Question 4.
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Section A
You must answer Question 1.

THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS
1 Read the sources and answer the questions which follow.

Source A

Public utilities, electricity and telephone services all belonged to the United States monopolies. The most important industries in all fields belonged to American companies. The balance of payments in the last ten years, from 1950 to 1960, had been favorable to the United States. 

And so the Revolutionary Government began to take the first steps. We passed a law cancelling the concessions which had been granted by the tyranny of Batista to the Telephone Company, an American monopoly. Thus began the first conflict with the American monopolies. We were beginning to appear communist because we had clashed head on with the interests of the United States monopolies. Then followed the next law, the Agrarian Reform Law. 


A speech by Fidel Castro at the United Nations General Assembly, September 1960.

Source B
If the imperialists invade Cuba with the aim of occupying it, the dangers of their aggressive policy are so great that after such an invasion the Soviet Union must never allow circumstances in which the imperialists could carry out a nuclear first strike against it. The imperialists' aggressiveness makes them extremely dangerous, and that if they manage to carry out an invasion of Cuba—a brutal act in violation of universal and moral law—then that would be the moment to eliminate this danger forever, in an act of the most legitimate self-defence. However harsh and terrible the solution, there would be no other. 

You have been, and are, a tireless defender of peace. We are ready to contribute to this in any way we can. I convey to you the infinite gratitude and recognition of the Cuban people to the Soviet people, who have been so generous and fraternal, along with our profound gratitude and admiration to you personally. 


Castro’s letter to Khrushchev, 26 October 1962. 
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Source C
You may wonder what right I have to broach this topic. I do so following the dictates of my conscience as a revolutionary duty and inspired by the most unselfish sentiments of admiration and affection for the USSR. Moreover, I speak not as the troublemaker but as a combatant from the most endangered trenches.

I do not see how you can state that we were consulted in the decision you took. I would like nothing more than to be proved wrong at this moment. I only wish that you were right. There are in fact many Cubans who are experiencing at this moment unspeakable bitterness and sadness.

Everyone has his own opinions and I maintain mine about the danger of the aggressive circles in the Pentagon and their preference for a preventive strike. The imperialists are talking once again of invading our country, which is proof of how untrustworthy their promises of not invading us, made a few days ago, are. Our people, however, maintain their indestructible will to resist the aggressors and perhaps more than ever need to trust in themselves and in that will to struggle. 

Castro’s letter to Khrushchev, 31 October 1962.

Source D
After Castro’s crushing victory over the counter-revolutionaries (in 1961), we intensified our military aid to Cuba. We were quite sure that the Americans would never reconcile themselves to the existence of Castro’s Cuba. The fate of Cuba and the maintenance of Soviet prestige in that part of the world preoccupied me. We had to establish a tangible and effective deterrent to American interference in the Caribbean. But what exactly? The logical answer was missiles. We knew that American missiles were aimed against us in Turkey and Italy, to say nothing of West Germany. I had the idea of installing missiles with nuclear warheads in Cuba without letting the United States find out they were there until it was too late to do anything about them. 

Khrushchev’s memoirs, published in 1971.







Source E
	Table showing how many missiles the USSR and the US had by Oct 1962

	
	USA
	USSR

	ICBMs
	182
	20

	IRBMs and MRBMs
	105
	Approximately 550 (6 to 8 of them were operational in Cuba)




Note: An Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) is a long range missile while IRBMs and MRBMs are intermediate and medium range missiles respectively. Figures do not include US submarine launched ballistic missiles.


Adapted from an academic journal article on the Cuban Missile Crisis, published in 2012.


Now answer the following questions:
(a) Compare and contrast Sources B and C as evidence regarding the relationship between Cuba and the Soviet Union.   								          [10]							                                        
(b) How far do Sources A–E support the view that US actions played a key role in the development of the Cuban Missile Crisis?  		         		                  	          [30]
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Section B
You must answer two questions from this section.
EITHER

2 To what extent was Stalin to blame for the decline of Sino-Soviet relations in the 1950s and 1960s?									      	         [30]         											
OR

3 “American defeat in the Vietnam War was mainly caused by the strength of the anti-war movement back in the USA”. How accurate is this statement?	 		         [30]                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
You must answer Question 4.


4 	Assess the impact of superpower competition in the Cold War on the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Congo between 1960 – 1964. 				         [30]                                                                                             
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