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Section A
Attempt Question 1. 

Section B
Answer two questions.
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9752/HCI/ C2 Block Test/2020

Section A

You must answer Question 1.


THE KOREAN WAR

1. Read the sources and then answer the question.

Source A
[image: ]

British cartoonist, David Low, 30 June 1950.  

Source B

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

In Korea the Government forces, which were armed to prevent border raids and to preserve internal security, were attacked by invading forces from North Korea. The Security Council of the United Nations called upon the invading troops to cease hostilities and to withdraw to the 38th parallel. This they have not done, but on the contrary have pressed the attack. The Security Council called upon all members of the United Nations to render every assistance to the United Nations in the execution of this resolution. In these circumstances I have ordered United States air and sea forces to give the Korean Government troops cover and support.

The attack upon Korea makes it plain beyond all doubt that communism has passed beyond the use of subversion to conquer independent nations and will now use armed invasion and war. It has defied the orders of the Security Council of the United Nations issued to preserve international peace and security. In these circumstances the occupation of Formosa by Communist forces would be a direct threat to the security of the Pacific area and to United States forces performing their lawful and necessary functions in that area.

Truman's statement on the invasion of South Korea, 27 June 1950. 

Source C

The American imperialists pushing their agents, the traitorous clique of Syngman Rhee, have begun military interference in the internal affairs of Korea in order to colonize our Motherland. American aircrafts began to bomb cities and villages beginning on 26 June. At 1100, 26 June nine American aircrafts attacked the city of Kaesong, which had been liberated by the People's Army. At 1730, 28 June six American aircrafts penetrated the [Geumcheon] area north of the 38th parallel with the goal of attacking Pyongyang.  On the same day, American aircrafts in large formations conducted an air raid on the city of Seoul, which had been liberated by forces of the Peoples' Army. Squadrons of the air force of the People's Army engaged the American aircrafts in battle and forced them to turn back. There were casualties among the civilian population as a result of the barbaric bombing. 

Report of the High Command of the DPRK People’s Army, 30 June 1950. 

Source D 

Kim stated that when he was in Moscow, Comrade Stalin said to him that it was not necessary to attack the south, in case of an attack on the north of the country by the army of Rhee Syngman, then it is possible to go on the counter-offensive to the south of Korea. But since Rhee Syngman is still not instigating an attack, it means that the liberation of the people of the southern part of the country and the unification of the country are being drawn out, that he (Kim Il Sung) thinks that he needs again to visit Comrade Stalin and receive an order and permission for offensive action by the Peoples' Army for the purpose of the liberation of the people of Southern Korea. Further Kim said that he himself cannot begin an attack, because he is a communist, a disciplined person and for him the order of Comrade Stalin is law. Then he stated that if it is not possible to meet with Comrade Stalin, then he will try to meet with Mao Zedong, after his return from Moscow. Kim underscored that Mao Zedong promised to render him assistance after the conclusion of the war in China.

Extracted from a report by Shtykov* of a meeting with Kim Il Sung, along with Chinese and Korean delegates, 19 Jan 1950.
*Political advisor and first ambassador of the Soviet Union to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Source E
We view the issue of the Soviet Union's withdrawal from the Security Council on 27 June and the events which unfolded afterwards somewhat differently from Comrade Gottwald. 

We left the Security Council for four reasons: first, to demonstrate solidarity of the Soviet Union with the new China. Second, to underscore the foolishness and idiocy of the United States policy of recognizing the Guomindang puppet in the Security Council as the representative of China…; third, to render decisions of the Security Council illegitimate by virtue of the absence of representatives of two great powers; fourth, to give the American government a free hand and give it an opportunity to commit more foolishness using a majority in the Security Council...

Following our withdrawal from the Security Council, America became entangled in a military intervention in Korea and is now squandering its military prestige and moral authority. In addition, it is clear that the United States of America is presently distracted from Europe in the Far East. Does it not give us an advantage in the global balance of power? It undoubtedly does. 
Letter from Stalin to Soviet ambassador in Prague, 27 Aug 1950.

Now answer the following questions:
(a) Compare Sources A and B on the US's response to the outbreak of the Korean War.											[10]

(b) How far do Sources A and F show that the Korean War was predominantly a nationalist struggle?									[30]
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Section B 

You must answer two questions from this section. 

EITHER  


2 	To what extent was Sino-Soviet relations between 1950-1979 primarily influenced by Sino-US ties??     						           [30] 

OR 


3 	‘The Second Indochina War (1964-1975) was waged over nationalist causes’. How far do you agree with this view?	     			         	           [30]


AND


4 	‘The Cold War had a negligible impact on the ability of the Secretary General in fulfilling his duties from 1945-1991’. How far do you agree with this statement?										        	[30]




END OF PAPER
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