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Section A

You must answer all questions from this section.

THE UNITED STATES AND CUBA

1. Read the sources and then answer the question which follows.


When answering Question 1 candidates are advised to pay particular attention to the interpretation and evaluation of the sources both individually and as a group.

Source A 

The US government says that a socialist regime here threatens US security. But what threatens the security of the North American people is the aggressive policy of the warmongers of the United States. What threatens the security of the North American family and people is the violence, that aggressive policy, that policy that ignores the sovereignty and the rights of other peoples. The one who is threatening the security of the United States is Kennedy, with that aggressive policy. Therefore, the one who threatens the security of the United States is not the Cuban Revolutionary Government but the aggressor and aggressive government of the United States. 

Fidel Castro’s address to the nation, 2 May 1961. 


Source B 

[image: ]

Political cartoon published on January 1961.
Source C 

In 1962, Khrushchev decided to send secretly three MRBM and two IRBM regiments to Cuba – a total of about 80 missiles in all. Khrushchev should have realised the dangers of introducing nuclear weapons into Cuba. They could not realistically be kept secret, and the US reaction should have been predictable. Military forces, perhaps a couple of thousand Soviet tanks, should have been enough to deter a US invasion of Cuba, without risking a major confrontation.

Kennedy, for his part, allowed his resentment against Castro to overcome good sense. Kennedy seems to have been personally offended by Castro, who had defied the might of the United States and refused to be intimidated. Defence Secretary Robert McNamara later admitted the administration was ‘hysterical’ over Castro. Kennedy was even more hostile to Castro than Eisenhower had been, and a great deal less cautious. The Bay of Pigs episode was hardly a diplomatic act – his rejection of the use of discreet diplomacy, which might have helped to avoid a confrontation. 

From an article in a history magazine in 2007. 


Source D 

It is estimated that threats to US interests could arise from the establishment of a hostile military presence. Cuba and any other Caribbean state which fell under Communist control could be used by the USSR as areas in which to establish missile, submarine, or air bases, designed to bring America under attack or to add to the deterrents to any conceivable US military action in the Caribbean or elsewhere. 

On the whole, we believe the establishment of such Soviet bases is unlikely for some time to come. Their military and psychological value, in Soviet eyes, would probably not be great enough to override the risks involved.  The Soviet leaders would be concerned lest steps toward the establishment of such bases would provoke the US to overthrow the Castro regime before bases could become operational and would generally heighten the risk of war. The Soviets have been very careful to retain control over situations which involve them in any serious degree of risk, and they would be mindful of the danger that Cuban initiatives could expose the USSR to serious risks of general war. Since their essential aim in Latin America is not military conquest but Communist revolution, we believe they will prefer to use Cuba as a symbol of spontaneous popular revolution and as a base for subversive operations. 

Special National Intelligence report “The Threat to US Security Interests in the Caribbean Area”, prepared by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) for the US Department of State, 17 January 1962. 
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Source E 

This Government, as promised, has maintained the closest surveillance of the Soviet military buildup on the island of Cuba. Within the past week, unmistakable evidence has established the fact that a series of offensive missile sites is now in preparation on that imprisoned island. The purpose of these bases can be none other than to provide a nuclear strike capability against the Western Hemisphere. This secret, swift, and extraordinary buildup of Communist missiles—in an area well known to have a special and historical relationship to the United States and the nations of the Western Hemisphere, in violation of Soviet assurances, and in defiance of American and hemispheric policy—this sudden, clandestine decision to station strategic weapons for the first time outside of Soviet soil—is a deliberately provocative and unjustified change in the status quo which cannot be accepted by this country.

Kennedy’s address to the nation, 22 October 1962. 


Now answer the following questions.	
                                                                
a) Compare Sources A and B on US attitudes towards Cuba. [10]

b) How far do Sources A to E support the view that the United States had exaggerated the threat Cuba posed to its security? [30]
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


























Section B

You must answer two questions from this section.  


EITHER

2. “Singapore’s foreign policy has been effective in dealing with external threats to its security”. How far do you agree with this statement? [30]   
           
                                                                                        
OR


3. Assess the reasons for United States’ failure in the Second Indochina War. [30]
                                                                     					                    




AND EITHER	

4. To what extent was the Security Council an impediment to the peacekeeping duties of the Secretary-General during the Cold War? [30]
                                                                                                                                                

OR


5.   How far was failure of the United Nations mission in Somalia due to the challenges that emerged with the end of Cold War? [30]
                                                                                 











END OF PAPER


©DHS 2020                                                                                                                               

image1.jpg




image2.jpg




