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Foreword

Learning the Art ofwriting

"That is what learning is.You suddenly understand something
you've understood all your life, but in a new way."

- Doris fesstng

The GP Eullerrn, or the Cp Aul/ as it f'as come to be known, is a

collection of outstanding essays p.oduced by RJC students for General
Paper. We have compiled the essays to share

with students of RJC as well as other colleges because we believe that
good essays should not be kept filed away and forgcitten. lnstead, they

should be read and enjo/ed by all, and even inspire readers to write
essays that are as good as or even befter than those featured-

We hope that the essays in the GP Bul/ will also serve a more Practical
purpose for GP students in that they can be a useful model of the
various approaches that are adopted to present ideas in GP Our

intention is for the essays to complement what students have learnt _ for
them to have a "Eureka" moment when they discover how an issue can

be discussed from different perspectives, and be excited about exPloring
various angles and presenting the arguments cogently in an essay. This

process is perhaps what Do.is Lessing, an acclaimed writei would
describe as leoning - to suddenly understand something you have

understood all along in a new waY.

With $is GP &11i, we hope to be able to extend the intellectual buzz

here at RJC to other campuses, and to give readers a gljmPse into
the education we provide at RJC.

Enioy,

Auspicium MelioiisAevi

f

uJu*'*
\N inston Hodge

Principal
Raffles Junior College
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Title:"Profess ional spojji today is norning but enreruinment and pronil'Do you agrcel
Name;AwJia Quanloer Class: rA0tB

LeSendary Liverpool Football CIub manager, Bill Shankly, once said,"Football is not a matter of life and death.lt is
more imPortant than that."Thatwas. howeverdecades a8o, and one can definirely arSue thac the professional football
s€ene, as well as that of most professional sports, has changed a lor, for better or worse.The proliferarion of
Professional sports as a form ofpopular recreation, especially with the advent ofsatellite and cable television and th€
penetration o{ the goggle box into any urban environment, as well as the increasing profirability of the trad€. have
naturally led the wider public to question the purpose of professional sport.ls it for nothing but entertainment and
profit? lt is indubitable that professional sports teams and leagues are increasingly managed and operated as business
units, and the entertainment value of teams is inextricably linked to the survival and growth of a team, or an enrire
le-ague or tournament, if only for the importance of attmcting more fans whose suppor t rranslares to more money,
sceptics ar8ue. I disagree, howevei for surely rhere must be more to professiohal sports than entertainment and
profrt.

One only has to look at the number of people who tuned in to warch the 2002world Cup Finals to understand the
global standing ofsports as a fo.m of ente rtaanment. A few hundred million people reckoned that seeing the likes oI
Zinedine Zidane kick balls in Japan or Korea was enrerEinrng enouSh ro warranr paying their locat broadcasting
network.The number ofpeople who turn up at the Camp Nou, home stadium of Barcelona Foorba Club, amountinS
to at ieast 80,000 week in,week out, is testament to the level of entertainment football provides.When one loves a
Same so much that his life is deemed incomplete without it,watching it played by the best is certainly an entiralling
exPerience- lt is hence especially expedient for society to question the purpose of professional sports in an epoch of
widesPread media penetration and accessibility, since it is reasonable to assume that most of the audience watch
sPorts for entertainment rather than for genuine affection and loyalty to the teams or players jnvolved,since watch-
in8 is only a channel sul{ away, and makes for nice meal time entertainment. Now fans do not have to bundle
themselves to a golf course in London to warchTigerwoods pocket another birdie on a pcA rour. NBA fans can
also watch Shaquille O Neal throw slam dunk on his opponenLs on the dedicated NBA web charnel, NBATV

While this new age of media and communications has ushered professional sports into an e,? of unprecedented
exposure, and hence,vast global entertain ment appeal, it certainty has made sports (incomparably) profitabte. profes-
sional sport is, as any other free market good, afected by the demand and supply. Atthough lhe audience has
increased exponentially since the advent of'live'sports broadcasts, rhe number of leagues for a sport hrs normally
remained stagnanLCoupled with the income from television stations,owning a sports team has become a dream for
many. Money is increasingly an important factor in sports, as the decisions made by professional sportsmen are
ostensibly based on tieir wages, or potential wages_ For example,Joe Johnson, previousty of the NBAWest Confer_
ence Finalists Phoenix Suns, recently moved to the Atlanta Hawks, one of the worst teams in rhe NBA last season
because the Hawk could offer him a waSe much hi8he. than the Suns could- Besides lucrarave player contracts, the
operation of clubs, or sports tournaments (such as the Open series for tennis), is determined targely by the profit
mar8ins expected or desired. Consider Chelsea Football Club,which recenrly changed its ticket pri€es so that the
highest tier of tick€ts costs about f85,and handacapped fans have to pay as much as the rest of rhe fans.The lucrative
sports bLtsiness has also led otherwise unrelated businessmen to invest in sporrs,which is a clear sign ofrhe influence

Profit-making has on sports. Consider also, Russian oil magnate Roman Abramovichs takeover of Chelsea Football
Club two years ago, which has since changed the face of EnSlish footbalt_

However, there certainly is much more to professional sports than entertainmenr and prorlL Prof€ssional sports,
some of which have existed for generatjons, such as basketball and football, both of which were invented in rhe
nineteenth century, have come a long way, and affected the laves of millions. Often, ir is the competitive narure of
sPorts that attracts fans, aPart from the abilit/ to entertain.This competitive grit and endunnce that are visibly
manifested on the playingfield embody much ofwhat sports mainly entailed when they were y€! ro become tucl?tive
businesses. SPorts are akin to a social 8lue, bonding fans togecher in their loyalty.This unity, and sense of fraternity,
shine through in the way athlet€s perform in competitions- lt was evidenr in the wayAmerican tennis legend, Andre
Atassi, was cheered byAmeridan fans, in an American tournament,the US Open;it is what a sports icon can mean to
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fans who share some common bonds widr him or herThe above example is in no way an overt show of nationalism

and racism but rather, a vociferous call for nationalism and fraternity (although unfortunacely, racism has reared its

ugly head on many occasions in professional sports). Consider also, the celebration oftens ofthousands ofLiverpudlians

on the streets of Liverpool when Liverpool Football Club won the Champions League,which many P!ndits have said

is "good fo. England '- sports, undoubcedly, brings people together for a common reason, and gives them cause for
.elebrarion. Fans are also very appreciative ofthe hard work put in by athletes.seen as reciprocation for the dedica-

tion fans have. and an example of pure, unadulterated human relations.

ProfessionalsporLs are allthe more special because ofhiscory,and the rootedness and sense of belonginS that exist

very much because of the legacy of previous generations. For example,the cu.rent t€nnis men\ world number one,

Roger Federer, captures rhe heart of fans on a regular basis noc iust because of his sublime set of skills, but also

because it seems like he can, and will, break Pete Samprats record for most Grand Slam titles.This awareness of the
history of sports gives not just the fans, but also the players, pride, for being p;rt of a generation that witnessed

tlichael Jordant Chicago Bulls, or the Brazilian FootballTeam winning rheir fifth World Cup trophy, or Federer

(probably) shattering all tennis records,to name a few examples.

Certaanly,these two aspects of p rofessional spor-t, entertainment and profit-makin8, have gradually grown in infuence,

especially in rhe lasr two decades-While I do not exactly aSree with Bill Shankly, it is in my opinion that professional

sport is an important 5ocietal phenomenon,and brings more to life than entertain ment, or business.

. Commentr:
A cogent ar4ument with apprcpriate exomples. Balanced views; lluently written.
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In our modern so.iety today, professional sport has indeed found its way into our lives, be€oming somewhac of an
obsession even.Soccer fans are willinS to stay up till uneafthly hours iust to watch their favourite teams play, despite
havinS work or school commitments the nexr day; athletics fans fork out larSe sums of money just to atcain that
coveted ticket to the Olympic Games in Atlantaj loyal basketball fans, even those here in Singapore who have never
been to a National Basketball Association (NBA) game in their life, ditiSently follow each match, even artempting to
emulate the moves of their favourite star on the basketball courts.The pass;on rhat the various professional sports
have aSnited in our lives is indeed evident; howevei th e commer€ialisation ofprofessional sporttoday has again made
us question whether it is nothing but entertainment and profit, existing simply to sarisfy the needs of us consumers.

lndeed,the commercialisation of professional sport is widespread-Take the case of the popular wrestling show in the
United States ofAmerica,WorldWrestlins Entertainment, which admits that the violence and wrestling seen on the
show are all staSed, and do not actually harm the "wrestlers" in any way. Despite this, throngs of fans continue to
watch and attend these"matches",cheering on their favourites such as the"Undertaker", screaming wildly whenever
their favourite wrestler manages to wrestle down his opponent,screaming even louder when he stomps down on his
oPPonent to achieve that effect. ln spor_ts such as basketball and soccer, advertisements are plastered on every
possibl€ place that may catch the viewers' eye. such as the brand 'Vodafone' on the jerseys ofthe Manchester United
players,large advertisements scr€aming'Nike' on billboards plastered around the playing area, sportswear companies
scramblinS to endorse the shoes of the most popular athletes,lt can therefore be seen that professional sport has
indeed become a great advertising tool that companies are v/illing to fork out large sums ofmoney for, even buying
oveq as seen from the exampl€s ofChelsea and lYanchester Unired,or investinS huge sums of money in the team,just
because they view it as a worthy investment that would benefit their companies. lt is ev€n debatable whether these
companies actually have any passion for the sport, such as Malcom Glazei who admits ro knowing nothing about
soccer, or whether they are simply using sport for their personal profiL

However, it is too harsh ro say that professional sport is norhing but entertainment and profit. While the
commercialisation ofprofessional sport has affected us through the great use of advertisinS, and the lucrative profits
it has given back to its investors, one must not forget the reasons that cause viewers to pay such close attention to
each match,the passion for th€ sport it ignites in people,and the benefits it brings to us,the viewers,which is perhaps,
its real purpose.

Firstly, Professional sport inspires us. Mostfans know by heart the stories oftheir favourite players and how they rose
to prominence,such as Ronaldinho, the young Brazilian who grew up playing soccer on the streets, but who has since
come to bi regrded by many as the best footballer,n the world today: or David Beckham,the English boy who grew
up in the Manchester United Academy, slowly making his way up in rhe team, diligenrly practisinS his free kick day
after da, today viewed as one ofthe best free kick specialists in the soccer arena. Professional spo rt inspires us,it tetls
us that even the ordinary can become the extraordinarx that even those who come from smalltowns,poor families,
have the chance to be what theywantto,as lonSas they work hard.The lowly basketball player in the smallsecondary
school team can be inspired by these professional athletes,and train hard in his own way, ro become the best he can
be. Coaches oiien screen prof€ssional sports matches before a big game for their small-town teams, seeking to
inspire their plq,ers to go all out in the upcoming game and play their besr

Also, professional sport shows that it is not only advertisinS for proflc ra$er,the generosity of many sportsmen and
women sets an example for man), of their fans, who may then feel compelled by the example of thei.,idols' to
contribute to charities or donate to various crisis relief orSanisations. Michael Jordan is one such athlete who
continues to donate Seneroudy to !'arious children's charities,and has even brought these disadvantaged children to
professional basketball games,giving them an experienc€ that they would probably never forger ln the aftermath of
the tsunami that occurred in Aceh and other areas in Asia, Maria shampova donated her winnings {rom a tennis
tournament to the relief efforts in the area. Various matches are also held to raise funds for charity, such as rhe
Charity Shield in which various soccer celebrities participate i; a soccer match to raise funds.These char ruble acrs



Rafflesjunlor Collcge sPbur hn,e 1 2006 l]EEErfrr:Elrlqri+lft :mrfiE 7

ofthe different sporcs stars show that professional sport is not justabout profit and entertain m ent, but also that the

love ofsport can be exiended to do good in other ways too, rnd in so doing, compels their fans co do likewise.

Lastly, profess ion al sport ignites passion,and even patriotism- lt benefits viewers in thar it brings a sense of Pride and

comr:deship whenever the team they support triumphs,and connects them with people all around the world who

too are fans of rhe same team and with the team icself. Bars rnd pubs are often filled with lood cheering before th€

match starts- Fan memorabilia, though a producc of advertrsrng and a source of profit, cause fans to feel Sreat pride

whenever they dress up in their favourite leams'jerseys and stand in the same stadium with thousands offans that

they do not know,butwith whom theycheer en th usiastically, even singing in unison che tunes and chants oftheir club.

This support for professional sport spark of{ patriotism too, where the people gather behind their home torn or

coun.r, pledging their support for the players. lt is no wonder that the Olympics and the World CuP are such

popular events,with people forking out large sums ofmoney,ust to get a ticket, as people Sather to rally around thei.

countryt team. Even here in SinSaPore, we stay uP till late just to cheer on our sPonsmen in the swimming arene,

swelling up with prideas we watched Jing Jun Hong reach the table tennis finals, and yec feefing no loss in Pride when

she was dropped to the fou.th place- We were simpl/ proud that Singapo.e, a small country, managed to reach the

finals. Athletes sing their national anthem with pride as they receive their medal, and it is no surprise to see their

countrymens eyes welling up in tears as the/ sinS along with Pride.Take the examPle ot the recenc addition to the

Manchester United team, Park Ji Sung, the South Korean player.Though some may argue that his addition was for
profit-making purposes, it must be noted that many South Koreans e.gerly catch l'1anchester United Sames now,

feeling g.eat pride thar one of their own countrymen had managed to break into the professional European soccer

scene. Even in Sunderland, in the year that the team won the FA cup,the town's industrial output suddenly shot up,

with the people, fuelled with p.ride from the win, eagerly going to work simply to discuss the victory,a far cry from
regular late-comings or irregular artendance in the past. As such,it can be seen that professional sport does indeed

fuel the people with a sense of passion, uniting people who have not met before, and rallying them behind the same

team that they all support, bringing a sense of comradeship that is hard to coniure up.

ln conctusion, though much of the commercialisation of professional sport today has indeed tainted the purity and

passion ofthe sport itsellwith invesrors who have no interest in the sport at all but who simply wish to use sport as

a tool for profit, it is too harsh to say it is for nothing but entertainment and profiLlhouSh :dvertising and usinS

money have become a large part of sport and a means to gain the upper hand in the sPorts scene, PeoPIe do not

simply watch to be entertained,and the fundamental reason why people watch and enjoy professional sPort so much

cannot be forgotten. Not onl), does it inspire us to be the best that we can be and remind us that we do have the

ability to achieve what may seem impossible, it also evokes a sense of charity in peoPle, showing that Professional
sport is not actually allabout profiL tast ofall, professional sport binds people together with invisible ties, uniting 3nd

Comments:
Could have cited mote exomPles other than jurt soccer ond v/resaling. An ottempt to oddr€ss the guestiorl -
coherent dnd well deveroped orguments.$
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Title:"Plnishmenr fo. crime exacts reffibution. compen sarcs rhe vicrims, and rehabilitates the offenderl'To

what extenr do you agree with this asserlon? Nnme Gavin SweeWei lt'1ins Cjass: lA0lB

Almost all societies today and in the recent past have adopted some form of punishment for those who commit
crimes and engage in acrivicies deemed unla!\'ful- From societies in China which exacted harsh punishments such as

death for adutterers.by drownang or decapitation,to modern sociecies where fines are sometimes paid as penalties,

puni3hment and enforcing a penal code seem to be the way Sovernments deal with crimes and illegal activities.The
assertion thar punishmentfor crime exacts retrib utio n, compen saces victims and rehabilitates the offender is one of
the ways to'explain and justify punishments - but it in itself is flawed in man/ ways, as I will atcempt to prov€. I

therefore agree with this assertion, but with major reser\ations.

The idea of retribution as a means ofjustifyinS or perhaps explaining punishment for crime seems to be, at first sight,

an artmctive one.The idea of"good triumphs over evil" is a very Sood reason for allowing this to stand, but beyond

that the onl/ other effect of punishment for retribution seems to be the vindictive pleasure of seeing someone
punished-The noble notion of letting someone"get what he deserves" for committing something d€em€d as wronS

is, as mentioned, noble, but the question that undoubtedly arises is,'so what?'

ln facr, the idea of retribution as a way to justify and €xplain punishment makes th€ advocate of it almost as bad as

the person who committed the crime - perhaps only slightly less so because the advocate now has a reason to do

so. However, the desire to inflict unhappiness in the form of punishment on the offender makes us equal to the

offender, for we are, as we try to'exact iustice', degnding ourselves to the level of the offender as \/e inflict
unhappiness and anSuish on the offender,who has now become a victim ofsome sons at our mercy.ln that sense,

therefore,l do not agree that punishmentfor crime should be for the sole or even predominant purpose of exacting

retribution- But what il it isn't the primary purposel

Punishmentas a compensation to victims is perhaps a better explanation,its main justification beingthat it provides

some sort of emotional comfort to the victim. For example, seeing a murderer apprehended and punished may be

a comfort ro families and loved ones ofthe victim ofa murder In that sense it is perhaps acceptable to see families

and loved ones of victims as victims to some extent, because often the trauma extends beyond the victim to the

people around as well. Punishment as a closure for families of murder victims, and as a form of emotional comfort
for victims. seems therefore to be a good justification for punishment.

An o{fender who is ordered to pay damages to a victim is of course making a sort o{ compensation for the victim,
but sometimes, beyond that.compensation may not be compensation after all.ln the case of murdeiwhile punishment

serves to comfort and provide some form of closure for the family of the murdered,there is no compensation for
the victim,that is,the murdered person does not Sain anythinS from the punishment ofthe offender,and even ifit is

capital punishment. be€ause the murdered person will not, technically, come to life again- Therefore, sometimes
punishment may not compensate for the losses of victims, because as at is often said, "what is done cannot be

To me.there is iustification for compensation as a means to explain and justify punishment for crime only ifthere is

some form of hop€ generated from tlis punishment.This hope, which may be {or a much wider'receiver' such as

society, may come in the form of rehabilitation for the offender:

ln many cases,therefore,punishment serves as a method of rehabilitating and corr€ctin8 the actions ofthe offenders.

A very good example would be the idea of confining drug addicts and rehabilitating them so that thel, avoid taking

drugs in the future.This, however, is under the assumption that punishment, in whichever form, serves as a way of
changing the habits, thinking and behaviour of the offender,as punishment as an end in itself is certainly unacceptable

to me therefore my aversion to caPital Punishment-

As the saying goes,'hatred begets hatred',and to me,some forms of punashment such as capital punrshment do not
serve any purpose except to satisfy the vindictive d€sires of some. Capital punishment,for eiample, does not seem
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to serve any PUrPose the offender is not Sivon a chance to change, the victim Sains norhing excopt the morbid
satisfaction ofseeing somebody hurt,and rhere is what economists calla"zero sum gain -To me,the only other way

ofjustirying capitalpunishment,orany pu n ishment fo r that ma(er, is the ideaofpunishmentin the short.un serving

as a decerrentfor potentialoffenders in the long run.ln that way,punishment is rhus not an end in itselland it serves

a far more s€nsible purpose of stopping the source of all this debare - crime - in the long run. But this, as we can
. already see, metrns that ideally there will be no punishmenr.

'lcanofcoursearguethattherearefarbetterdeterrentstocrimethantheexactingofpunishment,butperhapsthe
I lchinese saying of "killing one to warn a hundred" serves as a far more effective deterrent-The use of the death
. penalty as a punishment for smuggling minule amounts of Class A drugs, for example, is perhaps a good enough
. "barrier to entry" for many. More practical is the idea of motorists having to pay fines for committing rraffic

offences - and this idea of having to part with onei money serves indeed as an exceilent deterrent. From a much
l broader perspective, therefore, punishment is a way of ensuring law and order in societies because ir serves as a
.,.. .deterrent.Would Singapore! rate of drug tramckingbe so low if not for the strong deterrent laws pta€ed upon it?

-.Onhindsight.usingretributiontojustilypunishmentseemsinsensibleandinrrinsicauywrong,andcompensationfor
vrcrms seems like r highly f3r-fet.hed idea. However. punishment as a means to different ends deterrence and
rehabrlrtaoon - seems lrLe a precry sound reason which explains why it is used till this day.I therefore do not agree

Rafileslunio. Collcge !pb! lut I2006

j. with the assumption on the irst and second count, but agre€ wich the third count,and the norion of punishment as
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<ogent discussion - systematic dnd soundly orgued, One other purpose of punishnent - prctection of
ciety, esPecio y tom tecalcitrant criminals - could have been brought into the dircussion.
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Titler "Punish menr fo r aime exacrs rerribution, compensats rhe victims. and rehabititares rhe offendcr', I
Towhr(e'Lelraoyou,rgee* hrh,sr!sem) \dme LrmyinSTi.gDenrse Ctrss. tA0tB

"An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth", so the old saying goes. tn modern society! courts of law thar is what the
system seeks to ?chieve justic€. lt is aimed ac e/a.dng drtciptrne on taw breakers, and in doing so, perhaps even
satisting the human craving for vengeance, chus allowing the victims to feel a sense of catharsis,and finally, putting
the offender back on the road of righteous n ess. I aSree to a larSe exten. thar indeed punishment for crime,which ii
defined as the formal sentencjng ofan offender in a courr of law' is iustified by these aims,which to a la.ge extent, it
succeeds in achieving.This is nor to say, howevei that the court of law, in meting out punishments to the seeminSly
des€rving, is in any way inlallible. controversial issues have arisen,such as capital punishment,the act oftaking away
the offender's life because he has, directly or indirectly,extinSuished someone elset. ln other cases, the courts have
mistakenly condemned innocent people,the'reby compromisinS their abitity to exact jusr retribution.

Fifftly' punishmenr for crime does, to a large extent,fulfil our expectation ofjustice- For example, should someone
steal money from your house, it is only narural for you to desire the thief ro return what is rightfully yours. More
than that, it i nol uncornmon co wish to see ahe offender punished. for causjng you that seemingly terrible, albeit
cemporary, period ofansuish,in which you discovered your money has been stolen.ln a court of law, the offendei:f
he had been caught,would be punished ov€r and beyond the act of merety returning rhe stol€n sum ro th€ victim,
thereby allowingyou to enjoythat momenrary sense ofjustice,.hat the righreous has been rewarded, and the Suilry
put to shame for what he has done.

lfthis were rhe case always, that the court should be able ro mete out a punishment equivalent to the offence you
feel has been inflicted on you, rh€n how desirable woutd such a system be! However, obviously such a system is
dif{icult to arrive at, and mor€ ofren than nor, it is ;mpossible to say that r€tribution has been exacted, and due
compensataon given- No doubc, it does of{er a degree of compensation, but to what degreel For example,take the
case of saddam Hussein, the fallen President of lraq,currently firmty in American custody.There are so many people
who feel that any PUnishment the court is able to deal out to him will be far too lenient. lndeed, retribution will be
given, but to what extent will ir serve as reptryment for the crimes he has commiftedl or take the example of the
Terror, a pe riod of tim e in France in I 79 3, where peopte were executed for the most triviat of .rim es_ However, even
in consjdering such cases, we must come to rhe conclusion that most of the time, some punishmenr as certainly
more successful than none, and therefore ought to be exacted anyway, Moreovec we cannot assume such cas€s ro
be the norm,and though the system unfortunatety attows for such exceptions, it does larSely satisfy one! sense of
justice, despite $e punishment not being entirely fitting.

The evidence that such a system of punishinS crime does offer jusrice is seen primarily in its existence-The fact thar
people are largely satisfied that there exists a system to punish crime shows that the system does succeed in
maintaining iustice to a large ext€nt.

As for rehabilitaring criminals, the system does, to a certain extent, succeed in doing so. Evidence is found in the
Yellow Ribbon Projecc, a singaporean attempt to reintegrate ex-offenders into rhe community- This shows that
there are many people in singapore who believ€ these ex-offenders do deserve a second chance, for they have
indeed changed for the bett€r durinS their time in prison, therefore gaving credibitiry to this argument.The;e is a
need to "helP them unlock the second prison",to display the successful results oftheir rehabilitation, probabtfound
in the punishm€nt's deterrent effects.

However, it is PerhaPs more difllcult to prove that punishment for crime does .ehabilitate the offender Statistical
evidence seems stacked against it,with Brazil having one in four ex-offenders eventually turning ba€k to crime. Does
punishment, in fact, create a sense of resentment within the person being punished? Does thjs resentment then
manifest itself in a renewed thirst for vengeance, channelled into attempts ro succeed in breaking rhe taw a second
time,this time without being cauShti

furthermore,there is the issue ofcapital punishment.lt is undeniably difijcultto assess wherher execucing a person
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would, in fact, force the offender to change for the better, unless one has access to che offenders afterlife.ln such a

case,perhaps it is possible to imagine thatthe fear of death might force an incarcerated offender to turn over a new

leaf. However, che punishment itself, the execution of a man declared guilty, surely cannot be the imperus for him to
begin a life crime-free. For example, it is difficult to imaSine that the punrshment of death would have caused a serial

rapist such asT€d Bundy to go down the road of rehabilitation.Though capital punishment mf,y succeed in exacting
retribution and compensating the vicci ly, in this case, the families of the victim(s) it fails

miserably in rehabilitating the of{ender

ln con clusion, pu nishment for crime does.to a large extent,succeed in meting ouc justice,though it does not appear

to have been as successful in bringing about rehabilitation.The degree of retribution dealt out, and the degree of
compensation .eceived is often slighrly inappropriate but that does not discounc the fact that it does offeriustice to
people. Rehabilitation, on the other hand,does not appear to have been as successfully achieved through punishment-

Therefore,l cannot agree with this statement completely,though it largely succeeds in ach;eving the stated aims."An
eye for an eye,a tooth for a tooth" perhaps this system would work better, afwe cotuld always define the'eye'in the
situation,and perhaps even how it ought to be extracted from the humm body- Now that would truly be justice.
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Title:"Political apathy amonS )outh in Singapore is in.urablel' Discuss.
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A great deal has been made about the alleged polirical apathy of Singapore's youth who tend to sray ctear of
discussing issues and developments which have bearing on Singapore! polirical atmosphere, preferring the safer
zones ofyouthful interests such as the EnSlish Premier League or schoolyard gossip.To question whether or not this
apathy is incurable is to liken it to a disease,wheieas rhis wnter arSues rhar rhe yourh's political apathy is merely the
most obvious symptom of a greater malaise.

The politicalapathy ofSingapore! youth .an be ascribed to both the srifling system ofgovernment;and the relucrance
of the youth themselves to mise their voices over the barriers that have bee! put in place.

For younS people today, pleasure and enjoyment of all sorts are regarded as a necessary r'8ht to be consumed as
eagerly as pos.sible, before the inevitable decline inco adulthood, stability and dullness.This constant search for
immediate gmtification nudges the youth towards pop cukure,sports, cornpute. gaming burwhi€h seldom demands
ofthem the same tenacit/ or depth of ideas as a foray into political discourse. Politics is necessarily seen as'boring',
because it is a field dominated by old, serious, high achieving people who are either intimidatinSly pristine (the PAP)
or unfortuoat€ly corrupt (politicians ever),where else).This is patently a reductaonist, shallow viewpoint, but one
that has been encouraged, intentionally or otherwise, by rhe mechanisms of the locat governmenr, synonymous in
rhis case with the ruling party.

The space in Singapore for political discourse is sorely timired, both physically and metaphorically. S peakers' Corner
is out ofthe wa, unconducive to public discussion.'CommunisC is and has been used liberally to d€nounce certain
People whose views happen to be discordant with those of the governmenrThis ignores the fact that l4arxism is
m€rely another political philosophy and a critique of capitalism, not a magic spell that can galvanise someone inro
rebellion merely by having read and maybe accepted some of Marxi arguments. The predominanr voice of the
conservative heartlanders is equated with the'public'. so we always act in the'public interesC. 'Pragmatis m' is the
ultimate Sin9porean tmit to have, and'idealism' is very bad because it is not u sefu l. 'Youthfut idealism' is a phrase
commonly used - so the youthful are not useful because rhey are synonymous wirh impracticatity_

As mentioned earlier, I believe that all rhese point to a reluctance on the part of the government to allow an
onslauSht of liberalism to endanSer a n?tion rhar has been so painstkingly brought to its current position of
economic success.This fear has become so great that political apathy becomes preferable to the S.eater evil of
political opposition. Neve.theless, this mindset must shift to accommodate new ideas from the youth;whether or
not these views are practical with the current state of aflairs is almost unimportanr, for these are the voices of the

The youthl political apathy is not incurable.It is not €ven as deep-seated as is implicit in the given statement- ln
schools, surdents are given an increasing amount of autonomy in deciding what chanSes they would like to see in
terms ofadministration,or curriculum,oith€ way in which their school\ culture is developed.This proves that many
among the younger geneEtion ar€ Senuinely interested in efiectins the progress ofany institution or community to
which they feela sense ofbelonginS.lf similar autonomy, or at least more public avenues were accorded to Sin9pore s
youth in terms of giving feedback to the government,a similar climate of enSaSemenr would probably take root.

The state should cease too in its crackdown on youths expressing themselves on the lnternetthrough their blogs or
public forums.lt has often been the case io history that the habitual employment of punishment brLrtalises a society
more than the occasional occurrence ofcrime.Sure, racisr remark are wrongfor perpetuating hate and prejudice,
but if such stringent measures are deemed compulsory against this type of offence, it suggesrs rhat the'racial
harmony' we prize is merely rhetoric, and that one should not make any negative comments publicly as it will
inescapably invite strict punishmenL lt will not educate the young about understanding and accepting racial differences,
it merely shoves this underlyinS ncial tension below the surface,and leaves the problem ro fester. lnstead, authoriries
should scrutinise whar is being expressed online ro Sain an understanding of current mindsets, and reform the
unwanted elements througl, j4:g!gltE.eg_r1..
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the minds ofthe youth which have been shackled for some time now and let them take flight.

insightful piece. I cettainly hope you'll use your freedom of speech wisely to effect such o change.

:t:", .:the youth in Singapore are inherendy and incessantly curious.Given the right conditions, political apatb/ is not onl),

;ii.,:,aurable, but will be rendered obsolete. Already, groups like the 'Youn8 Republic', a mailing list-cum-forum, see a
i!^

.,. lumber of youns (mostl/ fresh and out of,unior college) Singaporeans discuss politics seriously, intellectually, but
ith a retreshingly youthful and often sardonic take thtrt belies a sincere interest and engagement in the subject.
Lgrefore, the extent to which political apatny cao be solved really hinges on the willin$ess of those in power to
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Contemporary biological research on the human anatomy,the human psyche,the human lifestyle. all lean disParaSingly

rowards the increasingly entrenched beliefthat humans are machines desperately and completel/ engaged in the

Darwinian pursuit of self-preservation and procreation. Apologists ofsuch a view arSue that humans are desisned

for reproduction; thar all ofa man s future is predetermined by the so-called genetic blueprint, that he will inevitably

act unswervingly, the way he was desiSned- Such a view challenges the inherent value of life - if a machine loses

function.isitnotworthless?Suchaviewchatlengesoneo{themostfundamentaltenetso{acivilsociety'howcan
a machine choose, much less seek, life and liberty? Finally, such a view challenges the nature of our humanity - that

beyond the material ftrgade iies something uniquely special to our existence. Such a view is wrong, and is an afronl
to humans morally, socially and scientifically.

Firstly,let us explore the basic premise o{the beliefthar Man is a machin€,the beliefthat humans are desiSned on a

genetic blueprint, and that all actions in life,from crLrsadinS for forest conservation to toyingand obsessive masturbation,

are predetermined- lronically,such an absurd view is being €mbraced by the modern enliShtened society.For examPle,

in 2OO3,TIME magazine issued a front paSe articte exPoundinS on the idea that PeoPle are entirely controlled by

their genes.Accordingly, if one sibling in a family is homicidal, there is an approximately 40% chance that the other

will be similarly predrsposed- lf one sibling suffers from Alzheimer\ Disease, the other siblings risk of suffering the

same debilitat,ng illness is far higher than normal. Such "empirical data" is designed for shock value; it fascinates us

because ofthe idea that humans have no control over their own lives,and that if a gene dictates it,then the button

is pressed and all genes and pulleys swivel to complete obedience.ln the age-old d€bate of Nature versus Nurture,
it seems thar Nature has won.lf the Deoxyribonucleic acid codes for extreme aggression, th e Tran scription factors

must rrrnscribe it,the Ribosomes must translate it into proteins, and the person will become a perfianently irascible.

ravinS lunatic.

Such a ludicrous "finding" cannot be accepted, firstly, on the basis of Science.To illustmte with r simPle analogyl

assuming we all knew we were inexrricably locked in destiny, determined by our genetics,would not absolute aPathy

resulr?Would this mean thatthis occurred because in asingle Seneration,some random (and massive) chromosomal

mutation exploded spontaneously across the Slobe that endeared the mentality o{"watch and wait" into everyonel

The answer is of course,no. Humans are always affected by the envaronment, by new sensory inPUt and information

ln biological terms, the expressed phenotype is always affected by environmental influence.Al! animals, including us,

have an amazing ability to adapt to the environment.We are as much determined by our Senes as by our reactions

to the environment.To counterTlME magazines example of homicidal tendencies in siblings, do siblings not share

the vast majority of formadye experiencesl Had not both siblings been raised in an abusive home? ls not the abuse

they suffered together as equally potent a factor in determining their homicidal tendencies? As has been shown,the

idea that humans are machines does not stand in the face of logic and basic biological definitions of genotypic

expression. Humans hav€ as much control of their destiny as they choose to.

On a social level, such hllacious arguments must even further be defended against. f4indless obedien€e of a Senetic
code implies that "all men are born eqLral, but some more equal than others", hinting ominously of racial theories

and superiority of certain mces.We know that over 99% ot the Negroid gen€ code is the same as that of a

Caucasoid -whatfurrher proof do you need to show that men are not born into varying hierarchies ofsuperiority?

The possible social backlash of such wild claims of men as machines is too Sreat to ignore - who needs another

holocaustl Obviously society cannot accept such vitiating neo-Nazi sentiments in a world already troubled with

tsunamis and earthquakes.The idea itself is inimical to democracy - that men are equal and have the fundamental

right to liberty. Once again, men are not,and cannot be branded as, machines.

Finally, on a morat note, it must be realised that such an argument absolves the individual of resPonsibili+The old

excuse for fornication was - the alcohol did it.\^y'ill the new one be - my Senes did itl lt is an extreme analogy but

it illustmtes the point. Law,justice, and responsibility are all shrugSed off if we were to accept the ridiculous untruth

that Men are machines and are preprogrammed for certain functions and nothing else because it removes the
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deration of the most important aspect ofall choice.

.,,1: d,,s,,EEU5!dJPcLLs u' L"uuA"r

tio complex to be branded machine, all bear testament to the falsity of a statement implying a purely mechanical

, iadividual. Everyday, people make decisions, large and small- Some of them are unpredictable. Some of them are

,: gllotional. But all of them are amazinSly human, in that they are considered and refle.ted in a brain of awesome

I -r rc6mplexit)/, one thac weighs consequences, responsibilities, not merely logically, but spiritually and emotionally as
i':i:;;ll.

'' 
i!)ur sentience, our ability for self questioning,our capacity for judgement all Iie beneath the fatade of our material

centring oround this debdte dad present d suitable evaludtion. A work of tuPe otive quality,

ielves. Machines do not have that. Our imagination, ou. dreams, our anchoate wants and needs, aspects of thought

,:,r:.,ift'e logical conclusion then. of my argument"Can a machine do th2tl"

.'.,:.yel,/ Polished ond insightful.piece.herc.You've monoged to touch 6ose with most of the major issues ond
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Essa/ o7 Tirle:Does the modern world too much on technol

Namer Lynetce Goh Suk Hui CIas: lS0lL

The advancement ofscience and technology has brouSht us innumerable benefits.The mechanisacion of agriculture,
harnessing ofalterrative power sources and incr€asing globalisation broughtabout by computerisation has transformed
us {rom prim itive .avemen into modern technology-sawy individuak- Development has given us a decreased moftality
rate, fewer infant deaths, improved sanitation and higher standards of living.ln fact, cechnology has become so much

a part of our lives that we take at for granted. However,without it, we are rendered absolutely helpless.This leads ro
one of the Sreatest conundrums of all time: are we overly dependent on technology?

- Now, we no lonSer fumble with rudrmentary tools but possess cucting edge equipment that puts the world 
"t 

our

O feer.This sense of power thar t€.hnolo8y brings breeds complacency in the human race, and we may not pause to
consider how we would survive without our nifty gadgets. Should we be one day stripped ofour electronac toys, w€

would be entirely crippled and unable to progress.Consider: what would you do ifyour computer crashed?To most,

it would be a calamity as all the information stored in at woLrld be erased. Furrhermore, it would be tantamounr ro

the loss of a limb as we would be unable to panicipate in our daily routine of checkinS oor emails, surfin8 the
lnternet, chatting with friends onlan€ d much more.Our immediat€ response would be to panic and hasten !o gec

the computer repaired. Su iviving without our computer is simply not an option. 
"

This brings to mind the recent power failures inAmerica due to a series of hurricanes.ln the affected states, people

L9 live in desolation as they are unable to function without electr;citf commerce and industries cease operations,

albeit temporarily, until the power is restored.As a consequence, the economy slows down while the government
scrambles to provide electricity so chat normaly can resume.Thus, we can see th?t our lives are so inextriebly
linked with technoloSy that it becomes a bane inst€ad of a boon sometimes.This is theAchilles heel of the modern
world.

Prime targets for terrorist attacks would be the cent.es where technology thrives - the city and urban areas, in

particulac the literal powerhouse for every country! economy: the power stations.Take japan for example;with
more than 50% of its power supply contributed by its nuclear power stations, technology has left it extremely
vulnerable.The effects of such an attack on a nuclear power station would be unthinkable-Yes,technology may have

b.ought us many benefits, but it has also brought us fear, paranoia and susceptibility.

Moreover,with increased mechanisation and computerisation,Man is falling into the cushy traphole ofabject laziness.

Soon, we will be living in a worid where from the moment we step into our house, a robotic manservant takes off
our €loaks for us.We would then be guided via a travellator into our massager'cum-armchair strdtegically placed in

front of our electronic fireplace with a built-in television.A series of voice prompts would then allow us to order
our meals,which would be specially prepared by yet another robotic chetwe would not need to lift a finger to do

anything ourselves as ever),thing we require will be provided for Desirable as the abovem€ntioned lifestyle may

seem, it is remarkably unhealthy for us to adopt it. Should we do so, I foresee a sharp rise in obesity levels and

pulmonary-relared diseases.

One ofthe distinguishing characteristics of mankind that has allowed us to come this far is our ability to work hard

to attain and achieve our Soals.Taking a leaf out of Chinat booh if we allow ourselves to be excessivel/ pampered

by technology,we would become like China! generation of "little empero rs", conceited, lazy and unwilling to work-
Hence, we have to strike an app ropriate balance between using technology for good an d wanto nly using tech nology

to strtisfy our own materialistic creature needs.

Looking at the less developed third wodd countries, one would say that the people livinS there lead pitiful lives as

fG\ rhey lack the technology thar we have been so accustomed to being surrounded by. However,who are we to iudge
" rhe fulfilment o( their lives and to what standards are we comparing the;r quality of lifel As part of the modern

world,we are so used to the convenience that comes with technology that we would not be able to adapt to ahe so-

called backward and primitive ways ol perhaps. theAfrican aborigines. ConverselrtheAfrican tribes are unwilling to
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. adopt our more advanced practices as theyfeel comfortabie with and are happy enough with theirs.They seem to be

: satisfled with their meagre possessions and obtain greater fulfilment from being able to hunt with their bare hands

i . and travel on their unclad feet whereas we will baulk at the chought of having to walk even a few mjles.

9On the ocher hand, rhese rribes would und€niably flourish more with more effective hunting methods and more
i: 

"fiid.nt 
weapon.. Also, their death toll would not be as high if they had vaccinations and medication instead of

.:. ..: relying on herbs and witch-doctors.This brings us to the hearc of the problem: how much technology is too much?

:: twoutd say, if we can do without it, do w:thout it. U nfo rtunatel, s uch a broad answer is unfeasible as the definition
l':'l'-oi"need"ashighlysubiectiveanddiffersfrompersontoperson-However,theproblemofbeingoverlyrelianton
, :r.iechnology has to be precluded before technolo!' in icself becomes the srumbling block to our development.The

ii .; lilleoftechnology should be supplemented wirh the acquisition of alternarive methods ofcarrying out the same task,

l-':.ithistimewithouttheaidoftechnology.Asourancestorslearnttocarveoutalivingforthemselvesinthepast,we
! ..].ti. h"* ro learn the basic survival sl<ills essential ftr life.Therefore, should we find ourselves in circumstrnces

l;:1,wt'"."w.tu*noneofour"servant"gadgetsorwearewithoutelectriciry,wewouldstillbeabletosmileandsay,
,:' i :,!'No harm done, l'll dowithoutit-"Theultimatetestofthiswouldbetofaceandtacklethechallengeofspendinga

bek in the virgin iungle with only the clothes on your back.Technology may have empowered us, but l€t us not let
us at th€ same time.

j,
ti .

l-1:,
:.' of few essays (on this topi.) that ottenpt to address tfie guestion dnd {opple with the i'sues. Rerevont

on ond o holonced Yiew.
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The front page of DiSital Life recently boasted a startling but pertinent question: lf someone stole your email
password, your PIN number,your handphone and your virtual identity, would you still exist?The obvious answer to
this is that you would still b€ in existence as a person, but if you lost all ofthose simultaneously, it could be at least

a day before /ou escape from a virtual limbo, during which anyone could have assumed your identity and done
virrually (no pun intended) anything which you would be held liable for

That is the world thar we live in today.The modern world,as we consciously know it by, is modern notiust because

of the distanc€s and hurdles we have to overcome in terms of human rights and culture, but also because of the
progress of knowledge thus far. Everywhere around us, there is a computei a television, a radio, and the familiar
staccato ofpolyphonic rinS tones- Everywhere. from the seams ofour clothes to the plastic wrappers we so carelessly

throw away, from the latest Ford model to iEcolo8i vacuum €leaners and Osim iSqueeze massasers, there is the
undeniable yet often neSlected hint thattechnology makes the world 80 round,often in more ways than we reahse.

Man, under the comfortable delusion that he is rn full concrol of cechnology and irs progress, often iuscifies the
never-ending quest for a new Sadget or a new method ofgoinS about life as a necessity and a way to further elevate

our standard of living-After all. without th€ Mass Rapid Transit in Singapore. thousands of commurers would "be

rendered immobile each day. Man also tends to assume that time never stops (which is true), and hence as our
ancestors have evolved rhrough the ages, so shoult we,for progress is ineyitable.This is, admittedly, true to a large

extent, for if Man did not progress, there would have been no aeroplanes, no telephones, no light and no effective
cures for diseases.

But therean lies the real question: are we progressing because we have to. or are we doing it simply for the sake of
serving the endl Why, may I ask, do we need automatic doors, vibmting toothbrushes and even toil€t bowls that
help you clean your post€rior after a trip to the washrooml I'lillaons of air-condationers, switched on each day to
spare us the excruciating agony ofheat,spell ultimate disast€rfor l"lother Earth.Our way of life mai have improved,
but along with it comes the dangerous mentality tha! we simply cannot do without the convenience of technology.
lnternet search engines have become the new encyclopaedia, an d for good reason- Google owes its growing fortune
not to its inSenious founders,but to average people like us,who depend on the lnternetfor a quick-fix solution to
all our queries. For instance,Wikipedia is undoubtedly more comprehensive in content (han any other estf,blished

print encyclopaedia (if one closes one eye to reliability, that is),and moreovet it is freel

Emails are also the new way of communicatinS without havinS to face or talk to anyone. As an exhibit in the
Philatelic Museum some time last year described it, emails are the "letters in the digital age". But what is certainly
most disturbing is the tendency to use technoloSy as a form of escapism - breaking up via Short Messaging Service
(SMS) and cancelling a meeting with the ring ofa phone (or the click ofa button) seem to be in vogue. Doing that
allows us ro shed our moral sense of responsibility and put the blame on technology if any message fails to get
throLrgh,for instance. Elevated expectations are also what our dependence on technolpg is headinS towards. Have

we not had compurers hanS on us,causing us to tug our hair in despair upon the Sradual realisation that all our hard
work invested just vanished within that split second? Chew On it!, a local comic strip, once depicted one of its
characters smashinS the computer in frustration a poisnaht satirical mockery of our vinual problems with anSer
manaSement ln the workplace, many assignments are demanded via email,thus depriving the worker the luxury of
time (since after all, with technolo$,,,one can expect results faster)Truth is,our reliance ontechnology has encroached

upon our lives,so much so that we take technoloSy itselffor 8ranted.Our insatiable thirst for convenience seemingly

iustilies our sloth, clearly an indication that technology is doing us more harm than good.

ln a way,technology is also shaping our culture,such that ic is not"cool" ifone does not have a handphone or an MP3
player. When we compare the present to the past. we see rhac now. Ehere are more students carrying handphones

to school, not because they need it, but because it is a necessity, in "cultural terms".
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. tn this modern world, Bill Gates is a billionaire for a reason obvious ro all technology.ln answering the opening

@@@fry

. , questron proper, it doer seem thar many of us "tech*avry netizens" would be rendered helpless if we lost our.i .,, queslro,' PruPe,i,r uuc5 r.c," L,,dL,"d"/ "c,P,€Jr 
I YYc ruJL vvr

1 .,. tianapi'on"s and if our computers got hacked into.The l4illennium Bug scare ar the dawn ofYear 2000 is a clear

li , ;ndica.ion of our over-reliance on technoloer Banks and businesses would have burst into chaos, and so should we.:r -, .indica.ion of our over-reliance on technology. Banks and businesses would have burst into chaos, and so should we.

,i.',.::fnemodernworldisbeingcreatavewithtechnology,bstwemustensurethatwewouldnotonedayfadebehindthe! , . ,. ,r:.;ishieldofcechnology,whichseparatesusfromeachotherwehaveseenwhattechnologycandoforus;letussee
r we can do without ir-

Il,this is dn ex.ellent ongle on the iss{re. , ddrcsay you're right on mdny.ounrs.
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Title: "The great power ofthe media should be balanced by an eqlally great sense of respon sibiliry ' Discuss

Name: Te$yana bte Jasli Class:lA0lB

"Three hostile newspapers are to be feared more than a thousand bayonets." The words of Napoleon Bonaparte,
the man who ruled France for a decade and a hal{, reflect the power ofthe media during chat period of his rule. Now
in the twenty-first century, the power of the media is eyen greatei especially with the easy access to the lntertet,
newspapers,television and films that mosi peoPle have nowadays.The media Plays a huge role in imParting information
to people across the 8lobe. Because it exercs such a huge influence, I believe that "the great power of the medaa

should be balanced by an equally great sense of responsibility."

lr musr be conceded ihar the medra ooes have rr: good side, hrving used irsigrear power' to rnpdr( ac(urate
information to the general public. For example,in the recentAbu Ghraib Prison scandalwhich took place in lraq,the
media specificatly the news media - played an extremely signiflcant role in bringing the prison scandal to the
attention ofthe world.Shockins images ofAmerican troops abusing lraqi prisoners filled newspapers and television
screens and the public furore that erupted immediately after put the Bush administration under pressure.The

administration was placed under public pressure to investigate the matterThe American soldiers involved in the
scandalwere charged and duly punished.One ofthem,Private Lynndie England, received a three-year prison sentence.

Also, another example which shows the merits of the media isVietnam. At a time when the American Sovernment
was trying to €over up the fact thatVietnam had turned into a'quagmire',with scores ofAmerican soldiers dying by

the day, the media becam€ the voice oftruth, bringing reports from the front and showing tlreAmerican people what
was really going on in Vi€tnam.The resultinS publi. uproar after that forced the government to relook its futile
efforts to wage a successful war in Vietnam. Eventually, the American government bowed to public pressure,

acknowledged that the war in Vietnam was going btrdly and subsequently withdrev/ American lroops from the

However; on the other side ofthe coin, it can b€ argued that the media has failed in fulfilling its'great responsibility'.
For example, recent reports about Newsweek magazine journalists inaccurately reporting a story on American
troops desecrating Qur'ans in Guantanamo Bay have punched a hole in the credibility ofthe newspaper community.
The subsequent result was a huge public reaction in Muslim countries,even sparking off a riot inAfghanistan which
killed nineteen,

Other forms of media such as television.films and the lnternet have also been 'irresponsible', for example, the deluSe

of sex an d violence s hown on television p rograms and fi lms. ln M arch I 995, OIiver Scone! film,'Natural Born Killers',
was released in the United States ofAmerica (USA). Shortly after repeated viewinSs of the violent film which
detailed the exploits of ovo serial killers,two drugSed teenaSers from Louisiana, Ben Darras and Susao Edmondson,

went on th€ir own murderous shooting spree, in th€ process killing four and woundinS twent/-five. Both teenaSers

claimed to have been in{luenced and incited to go on the shootinS rampaSe b}, oliver Stones movae.ln another case,

shortly after th€ movie'The Deer Hunter' was screened on American television, there were twenty-five recorded
suicides by Russian roulette- Suicides by Russian roulette are shown multiple tim€s in the film,

Violent television shows likeWorldWrestling Entertainment (VWVE) should be screened at a later time in order to
prote€t children. However,writer lan McEwan says thaf "Ch ildren, like eveD/one els€, know the dif{erence between
television and real life." Although it is understandably difllcult to prove the link between television violence and

violence in children,l still believe that the media has to take some sort of social responsibility and practise self-

censofship.

Article 19 of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights explicitly states that'everyone should have the
freedom of opinion and expression;this right includes the freedom to hold opinions without interference,and the
freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media, regardless of frontiers'.While this

may be used for a case against censorship, it is wise to refer to another part of the Declaration -Article 29 - which
states that'Everyone is subject to such limitations as are determined bythe law forthe sole pLrrpose ofsecurinS the

i

j
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due recognition rnd respect for the raghts and freedoms of others and of meeting th€ Seneral requirement of

morality,publicorderandSeneralwelfareinademocraticsociety.'Hence,thiscomplementsArticlel9,showingchat

Writer Ben Elton does not believe in censorship by external non-media sources but he does advocate self censorship

bv rhe medra. Accordins to him,should the irresponsibility ofthe media provoke draconian censo.ship measures,ic

..:_llvillbelsaddayindeedforchefreedomofexpressionandopinion.AcclaimedBricishdirectorRichardAttenborough

while the media does have a right to impart any kind of informatiion to the public, ir hJ' ro do so wrh.n the

boundaries of decen.y and sensibility-

Sraruirous and o!llabng vrolence because chey know a lot of money can be made from such fitins.

iriconclusion,to quote a famous line from a Hollywood film,'with great power comes grert responsibil'cy'. I believe

t with its ever increasing inlluence in the world today, the media needs to balan.e this power more evenly with ai
ly significant responsibility-Very much Iil<e the recent case of the three bloggers who were charged under che

edition Act for making inflarnmatory racist remarks online, the media has to rcdiscover the fine line which lies in

e delicate balance between artistic f.eedom and socia! responsibility.

dt$ument - bolan.ed and with apt examples.Shows maturity ofthought.
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Patriotism the love for one's country,the pride in one! national achievements an d, most imponantlx the willingness

to make the ultimate sacrifice: to lay down one\ life for the nation - has been around for as long as countries
themselves.And in the past, it was certainly a very convenient idea, at least for rhe Sovernments and rulers of old: it
was the spirit of loyalty to the nataon,the overwhe,ming sense that the motherland (or Fatherland) mattered more
than one's life itself, that made so many otherwise sensible and intelligent young men throw themselves in front of
cannons aad engage in acts of unspeakable cruelty. Patriotism,when taken to its fervent, na(ionalisr extreme, seemed

almost like a religion in itself milljons were willing to kill. and die, in its name- And in the past, certainly,at least, in
the nineteenth century -patriotism was a faith that had more adherents than any other existing belief: the beaucy of
it was that it wes an idea that could be adapted in a thousand ways, to tug at the heart strinSs of an),one in any so.iety-
'Your country is your homelandl it is said;'it is more than iust a place, it is your soul.-.' and the people,of course,were
swayed by the emotional appeal.

Fast-forward a hund.ed years or so,and we enrer che age ofwhar is commonly called globalisation'- No longer have

families been living on the same soal for Senerations, let alone farming che same crops - in many cases, even the
topsoil itself has been removed and r€placed with buildings, factories and other signs of p rogress. ln America, it is not
uncommon to se€ young citizens whose parents were recent immiSrants from two different countries.'One nation
under God, indivisible,' states their pledge ofAllegiance, but this is not the case in the hearts of many. For them,
althouSh they have come toAmerica with dreams of riches and a better life,*eir hearts are stil' in their homelands

Vietnam and Pakistan - for instance. A single immiSrant an a community full ofborn-and-bredAmericans might take
to American culture quickly, but not today, when so many of the 'oucside r', 'immigrant' communities have formed
enclaves of their own.

So,is patriotism sdll relevant in a world like thisl On the face ofit,it is Srowang irrelevant simply because it is gettinS

harder to sustain.The core philosophy of patriotism,in the old days,was that one\ country was better than everyone
else's,and perhaps thar was a simple illusion to maintain when mosr people lived their whole lives in their homeland

and were willing to accept the government! depictions offoreigners as barbaric and uncultured - an illusion sLrstained

for quite some time by the Chinese Middle Kingdom,among others- But in the twenty-first century, national borders
are much more fluid:Europe,for example,a continent notorious for international squabbles and power-play,now has

a larSe visa-free area for citizens ofall countries. Faced with the underlying realit/ ofexpanding horizons,governments
of nations realise that they can no lonSer expect their citizens to sit quietly,absorb propaganda and take up arms in
times of invasion they must,however gru dgingly, accept and implement some ofthe more successfuleconomic and

political processes of their neighbours, if th€y want to gain citizens' support Even so, in economically successful

countries such asAmerica, what people are supportinS is the system,not the'wonderful'American nation-

Bur ev€n today, patriotism does have its uses. Governments which are successful in instilling national pride in its
citizens have a much more stable society and a happier workforce. lf citizens put national cohesion and loyalty above

their loyalty to their own class or reliSion, society becomes much less fragmented, more cohesive - fellow citizens,in
this ideal society,will be more willinS to put aside thei. differences for the nation as a whole.This situation is indeed
possible if the 8overnment in question has a thorough plan, and does not keep changing its policies.tke Malaysia,for
example, which is trying to encourage multi-racial, inteSrat€d schools after half a century of conducting political

affairs along racial lines!Yes, a sense of loyalty, even today, makes for a much more economically successful society.
However, it must of course be conceded that governments have a much touSher time instilling patriotism in their
citizens today v/itness the headscarf controversies in Britain or France,for example. U ltimately, governments may

be able to encoumge patriotism and natural cohesion to a satisfactory level- but it is a precarious balance,one that
will likely be toppled whenever the next flow of immiSr'ants arrives.

Another area where patriotism is relevant today. apart from ics role in fostering social cohesion,is in the defence of
the countO/.ln places such as SinSapore,South Korea or Switzerland where 'national service' is mandatory, encounging
the population to love their country would make for a much smoother, en,oyable stint in theArmy - for the younS
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boys thems€lves, and for the bureaucrats and generals who have to nlanige the logistics And in countries which do

noc have compulsory milirary service - themorcparriocicthecitizensintimesoftrouble,$ebetterforthecountry.
Of course, ir crn be argued that p?tl ioric or not, people will always be wil ing to fi8ht bxcl( when provoked it is a

rcfex action. Euc what ibout those who have more than one loyalty such those who hold dual citizensh'ps and

may be tempred to scurryfrom the couna-yarthe first sign oftrouble? ln this case, 
'nstilling 

a sense ofloyalty to that

counrry would be greatly desirable. Perhaps, one day, we will see politicians fighc,ng to 8,vc as many

citizens as posslble, so as to cultivare a scnse of happlfess and bclonging to the country a l<ind of policically
. manipu{ated patriotism, so to speak. gut who cares, so long as it does the lob?

But in this day trnd age, a healrhy sense of patriotlsm can orly go so far until ir stlrls beconring,well, hazardous to the

. , health.Counrricsnowadaysaresointerdependencthatanyonecountry,whosccitizensinsistonbeingrhebest,isin

- danger olbecoming isolationist,even violenrThe lsnel Pilesrine.onfli.r h.s stirred up plenty ofpat.iotic sentiment
: on both sides;even with the evacuation ofthe Gaza strip co ease the tension, passions stillrun high.And a side cf{ect
.., . ofthinklngthatyourcountryisthe best,is tlratyou bcgin towantto sprerd its ma rvellous system to the neighbouring
il countries. Napoleonl France is one example, Hicler's Germany, anotherAnd while we are on che subject ofWorld

War ll, didnt many lrpanese believe rhat thcy were libarat ng the rest of SourheastAsia so that it could begin anew

.:: . ' : with alleglance co rhe Empet-orl lt is ofcen said chat che United Staces loscVietnam because theVieccong was fighlinS
':: i fortherestoftheirowncountryandtheUnitedStatcswasfightirgitselflTheonedisphyedanoverwhelmingshow
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' of parrrotrsm, rhc olhcr r remrrkable lack thereol Of course, the more patriotic side"won, and it took nearly two
: decadcs for V ecnam ro geL rrseLf b3cl< to its feet in the world econonry.Such are the dangers of over-boiling nlcional

'. . .'Warnrng:Conslrne rn moderaflon, danSerous iftaken in cxcessl Perhaps a boctle of modern style patriorism should
,i,r ::;.:carry such a cautionary label ir heals some social ills, bur can only be put rcross to a certain point before the
lj ':: ,tonflicting interests of the well educated, mobile populations begin co shatter all social cohesion from w'thin. After1r :,'.1snfl;.d.t 1.,...sts of the well educated, mobile populations begin co shatter all social cohesion from w'thin. After

lr.:':jill,thereisonlysomuchpatrioticsentimentthatagovernmentcanpourdownitspopulationbthroats;eventhirdor
:1 I .'lfourth-generation citizens are sceptical, so thcy can forgcr about trying to win the hearrs of recent migrants with

I -: :., irigh-sou nding words abour loyalty. But ifgovernmencs antroduce more palatable policies, patriotic sentiment mighc,

.:. ... !0directty,go on the rise - perhaps this is the method they shou{d try-

: :: . :{lthough people might rry to compete with their na.ional neighbours in a wave of patriotic feeling, tha/ must always

,-. l:.:iemember whar is really nnportant - the world at large, not just their homeland.What use is it if two superpowers

lr ';, bonb each other out of existcnce in 3n rrlempt Lo prove natronal supenoriry, if the whole world is destroyed as a

' l,result? In the Olympics, athletes compete with pride in their countrias filhrg thei. chests, but in the end, even the gold
l-. .' :.imedal pales before the supreme ideal of the honour and glory of sport itself- So it is \dith patriotism today- Some
::1. :.: Pgqple might love their counrries, but you ennoc expecr everyone to; internacional mobility has long made this a- 

:--iiream ofanachronistic fanatics. And patriotism, though usefulat times, may not always produce the best results in

..the case ofthe Europcan Unlon,for exampie, a too-rigid desire in France to hold on to national superiority has led

':r,,'tsstallednegotiationswithTurkeyandaSloomicreconomicprospect,ovemll.SosingthenationalanthemwithPridei

" it_is yotrr country that takes care ofyou, bur in the end,you are a citizan of the world.

-' :.r .!c9 rs41e-d$
: )ltntten with much conviction.In-depth nnolysis ond well-developed drguments. However, you need to link

: -.. your sentences ond.louses with opproPfiate linkinE devices dnd notiust doshes.
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I

How the mighty have fallen. Patriotism, once held up as a shining example of one of mankind\ noblest emotions, is

now an ideal to be scorned.lt is anathema to those who associate it w;th its bastard brother,'ingoism,and elicits little
more than a )awn or a .ynical laugh from much oftoday's youth at leasc in Singapore. En€umbered with the baggage

ofthe pasc,rhe idea of patriotism seems doomed to be trapped there, its glory days long over.That would,at least,

appear to be the case at tlrst glance. Yet. while patriotism does have connotations of more Lrnsavoury concepts,and

may initially appear to be a relic from less eRlightened tim€s, I feel that it can be - and is still very relevant in the

There is no denying that patriotism has a history"chac many would never forgel. From the chauvinistic jingoism of late

l9s century imperialism to the d?nSerous fervour of Nazi Germany, Patriotism has been exPloited by Sovernments
for goals that are less than admirable. Some would a.8ue that an ideal th:t has led to such mistakes cannot be

relevant in a world that has acknowledged the past and is determined not to rePeal icYet religion has been the

driving force behind many acts of senseless brutality or arrogant expansionism,and it still thrives today.The errors of
the past do not necessarily condemn patriotismi rgle in che present. Moreover,to equate palriotism with jingoism is

akin to equating religious devotion with fanati.ism the difference is merely a matter of deSree, perhaps,but a very

siSnificant one nonetheless.

Of course, just because patriotism need not be irrelevant does not automatically mean that it is relevant.As any

teacher who has been in charSe of conducting National Education lessons can testiry. patriotisms Sreatest enemy

may not be patriotism itself rathei it may be the apathy and cynicism of todays youth. ln the modern world,

Slobalisation has blurred the boundaries b€Meen cultures, and given rise to the intriSuing concePt of the Slobal
citizen: one who belongs everpvhere and nowhere at once.ln a world that has grown so small and inter-conne€ted,

the idea of being loyal to a single country may well seem quaint and antiquated.

k is p recisely because of th is, though, that patriotism is iustas relevant ifnotmore- in the modern world Nowthat
natural boundaries of distance and ignorance have been worn down, there has to be a greater lorce that keePs

people where rhey are.Why elsewould Singapore! pragmadc administration persist in its National Education lessons

and the extmvagan! National Day celebrations? Patriotism is the cement that strengthens a countr/t foundations,

and in an age when little ehe binds citizens to their home, it is PerhaPs more relevant than ever-

Furthermore, patriotism still serves many of the purposes it once fulfilled in the Past. Patriotism has served as

justification for wars of conquest and independence alike,and even modern governments recognise the imPortance

of rdllying people around the flag. GeorgeW Bush is by now infamous for his nationalistic rhetoric, which was used

to iusti{y the invasion of both Afghanistan and lraq.A less drastic life-and-death examPle would be the SinSaPore

government's atrempt ro portray Procreation as a woman\'national service' to her countrrThough the success of
patriotism as a political tool may vary across countries and issues, its relevance to modern governments cannot be

denied.\ y'heth€r or not its exploitation should be condoned is also a moot point;its utility remains unquestionable.

One should also consider patriotism in conjunction with nationalism.The latter is a complex concept, described by

one historian as the awareness of being part of an'imadned community'of people, and feeling a sense offellowshiP

with other members ofth€ nation, even ifone never meets them- Nationalism is hence a prerequisite for patriotism;

and patriotism, in its turn, stirs nationalistjc sentiment into action- Of what relevance is this in the modern woddl
One has to look no further than the remnants of the Soviet Union for an answer-The revolutions in GeorSia or
Kyrglzstan were not merely abour overth rowing a corruptand tyrann ical govern ment they were the man:festation

of a nation\ wish for true sovereignty. Apathy may have caused some to flee, but the strenSth of Patriotic and

nationalistic sentiment caused a revolution.

Patriotism is a force thar has to stand its ground against the pressLrres of globalisation; it serves as a tool for
governments that recognise itr abitity to stir the emotions ofthe peoPle;and it can Provide the imPetus needed for
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:. Fluent ond persuative. Sfiows good understo nding of the question ond good knowledge of th e rubiect m dtter.

l.i a,countrys brain d.ijl,ll9, *,:..*j"*: in elections. Besides, not.onl/ h patriotism stillrelevant, it is stallvery much

:l:,' alive. Soldiers are still willing to die fo. th eir country, countries still commemorate rheir victo ry over ln don esia - in
-. J^^rA.ll 1.lmiffa,-ll\/ alna h.- ^^ -" f..." i^ .,,^-^"r rr.-

'actsofpoliticalchange-Patriotismcanhardlybeirrelevantinaworldinwhichitisthetrumpcardinthebattleagai

football, admittedly. One may go as far as to suggest that patriotism will remain relerant for as long as rhere are

. :i:, something that allows one to say:This is my country;this is where I belong-

..i 
'ooLud 

, du |rcqr/. vle I'rd/ au a5 rar ds Lo sutaesr u'ar parrrousm w r as rong as mere afe
' :'l' countries.After all, to paraphrase a line that Singaporean school children may find familiar, there must always be
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ln this era ofcompetitive rivalry and Darwinian 'su rvival of th e fittest',it seems that every bit of help we could gec in

il';,; ;;;,;;;t,ness, ani all else the hear' could desire is imPemtive to our existence:'talent matters most.'

Prima facie.the question highlights th€ imPortance oftalent amidst all other factors in orrr drive to succeed be it

hard work or timinS.Ye. thn ott"tpt to 
"tuiidutt 

the unsPoken question -"tatent matters most in what Pursuit?"

- must also be made.

ln the dog-eat-dog world of savage rivalries lodny' ralem is held reverentlv Put on J Pe'lestal for all to admire The

footballtalents oftoday [ll"..y Htnrnto nurnJu""* *" "ur"' 
uteai the cycle of povercy and risefromthe

slums of their childhood to attain fame and recoSnidon on the foolball field withouc their God-given talents' it is

il;.;;il;", ;;; ,han one of rhese roolba rhens would have been eLins out a livins in the slums where most

;; ;;;;;, "'. "rr"nuon 
,o 

'r'" 'r"no 
in the entertainment industrv we see the likes ofTom cruise the bov

diagnosed with dyslexra and Johnny Depp the failed musician and at one tim€ Pen salesman - carving the Path of

rheir future with their bnre tulent. lana p".haf, a few make-up artistt.without their Sood looks and acdng talenc'

these men would have Probably been retegaei to a life ofobli;ion and Perhaps even poverrv'ln academia'the innate

talent an d curiosity of Als".t einttein una iJ ttuac N ewton have ProPelled them to fame lt is incontrovertible that

rhose two men - out ofmany talented:nd incredibly gifted scien;sts have been blessed with gifts that the average

loe is denied.

Yet, talent may not b€ ever)'lhtng The dming and oPPortunities the afore-mendoned talents have are indubitably

essent,al in their maklng - or breaking nad'the fooisrtters not ueen fortuitously' it seems spotted by talent

scouts and football managers,lt is douu*ur i# ti"'" *en 
'outa 

luu" 
"'cceeded 

Had iohnq' DePP not met Nicholas

CaSe a( Lhe rime he hrd he would mosr Drobablv have never enrered rctrng as a profession - and rhe fabulously

wealrhy life he is trvinS no*, *oura n*e o"Jn nochilg bur an unrealised dream ln Polirics we see men such as Cavour

and Bismarck lauded ar tn" ..n *r,o .."u,"j h's;ry by uniting lraly and Germany resPectively taking their Place

among the heroes of hi.to.yv". a"tpit" Jr tieir ralenc in -^nip'tioon and shrewd diplomacy' they would never

have been able to achiev" *h"t tftty f'"a iin"t i"r the fortuity ofthe occasion AllofBismarcks talents would have

been usel€ss had the rigf,, oppott'nny noi tome atong' ttre 
'historian 

Hobsbawm. postulates'The men themselves'

notablv Bismarck. admrF"a l.ft"t tn" tppt tt"iti hJ p'""*"t"a i"af dll rhey hrd ro do was to have rhe talent and

;T#il;:;;:;;;'ul,t ,r"n""'''*i'' ti''i"'' ''"r'a"'po''' '"d 
mercrr"ss he mrv be but strrr'srea( in hil

.k;ritur- le,.i 'n.l excitu nutionulis- und puJotit- in hi"ount'yt* in a dme ofcrisis could not have risen to the

::.:,:: 
"::"":: 

ffii; ;;:;;;i ;'.;J; nrrs and charismatic personaritv had the economic crisis - the Great

Depressron alone trigger"a Uy al"w"rr st'eli?ra'n l"na tr'' *"'k' inaecisiveWeimar Republic not coincided' had

.:-"-,^" "-r ,,n.lereon" *"r" "f 
.irit".v t'L 

"nd 
had Germans not been imbued with chauvinistic nationalism in

:#il;;il;l;"J."'"iJ i"'" u""" lo'nosed as a roud-tarkins'ansst-ridden nut'rorarrwe know.

Even President Bush cannot avoid this reahty: he was not etected gecause. le.las 
a clever Politician' but rather

because the American puulic was tirea oilolmer President Cfinrons moral laxises and because he was the mid-

western Republican witr, .ft" -o.ul **it'ii iiat the'qmerican uible-loving Public loYes - perhaPs €ven because he

was the son of a forme. P*,idtrrt sit h;; N;;ton discoutred the luw of gravity because he was sitting under the

risht tree at the risht tim. 
"f 

th' v""' "";;; 
;;JJ h*" u"" p""''u to-drscuss his discoverv as a fluke with a bit

of luck,but the truth re."i* af'"t tf'" tppot"tniry had presenced rtself- and Sir,tsrac Newton had had the talentta

seize iiwithout sounding tike tl't e'peal;c MuJftit""tiian oppo' ct'nitt' it must be said that timing and oPPortunity

f...r'", *i fr.f. *""r, i. ."h 
"t 

tt"ni in tt'e 
"qtration 

oi 'uct"ts 
As the.Book of Ecclesiasticus says"there is '

;;;. ;;r, o..P"r" under che heavensi a time to be born' and a time to die;adme to tear' and a time to sewii

time to keeP silence, ana .,irn" t" 
'p""t'" 

t;*" i" io*'"na t tl-" t" t'ate;a time for war' and a time for peace-' Ma)

;;;*;;;;.;;'. "dd 
this a;me for failure'and a time for success Talent matters'ves'but so does timins

perhaps even more so-

Of course one must not discount hard work - the tired clich6"one percent insPiration ninety-nine Percent PersPil?tiol
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equals a hLrndred percent successi,comes to mind There is no doubt Einstcin displayed perseverance and determination

in his quest for knowledge, rnd only succeeded though sheer gric and hard work.ln this mixture bubbling in the
cauldron of success, talenc seems to be a mere dollop.A dollop it is rnd a very essenrial one at that- Sclenrisrs

exarniningAlberr Einscein\ brain have concluded thrt his brain.from where thousands of ideas and cheories,formulae
and invantions have sprung, is no different6-0m allthe resc of!s. AIlofa sudden itseems as ifthe hnguishing mlllions
ofus, mired in obllvion and ignorance, have no reason for nor all being Einsteins.Yet is that really true? Do we all nced
no$ing but gril and determination to become Einsteins in our own righrsl I beg to differ.The doltop of talenr is

infinitely important. ls it not true that the brighter srudenrs are, more often than not, thc more highly motivared
oneslThe less gifrcd ones, the unlucky ones not blcssed wirh a superior mind or an exceptional body rarely feel the
drive to compete as keenly as the bright ones. Such is the dlffcrence rhat even economic analysis accepts this as 1

facet of life.Thus, does talent matter most? I hardly doubr rhis.

h this meritocracic society it seems as if talcnr is everything. lr is rhe sine qua non for economic wealth the
quintessential innare abili!y 3nd natural talent.Yet, if we see this world not as a meritocrac/ bur rather incrcasingly a
plutocracrwhere the wealthyger an enormous headstart in life and leave rhe resr languishing behind,talent seems to
play second fiddle to wealth.l! is inconcrovertibie that cconomic wealth o. even a basic standard of living i5 the

. prerequisite for emerSing talents.The revered painters Leonardo davinci and Michelangelo could noc have continued
creatinS great art if not for their wea{thy ariscocratic patrons, rho Medici famil/ in Florence- Similarl, in SinSapo.e, it
is rhe more affluent among us who are weu versed in the arts and music - more often rhan not a resulr of rhe rbrhry
to purchase grand pianos and axpensive violins, and to pay lor violin lessons and art appreciation classes.Thus,

- success is perhaps not so much due to talent but rather, boils down to the opporcunrries one is givcn

. Hence, it seems that the prerequisite of success today is a synthesis of talent and opportunity mixed with much
hard work in che process.Yet the assumption that all 6 billion individuals on the face ofthis planet crave success and

see life as nothing but one long pursuit of economic prosperiry is fallacious.This is noc to say that most humans a.e
. : .satis{ied with indigence and povcrty rather, quite the contrary but this is to say thar perhaps more of us are in
. pursuit of happiness and a moral life, rather than mere matcrialSain.ln such matters, talent hardly comes into the

equation.The old saying goes,'You don't have to be clever to be good', and one does not have to be talented to
recognise kindness. All it ncads is morality and humanity, the conscience and the hearc.

. Does talent matter most? Fundamontally, talent plays an indrblubly large parc but so do timinS and fortuity, and

:' perhaps hard work.To a large extent, I agree that tatent is infinitely important, but if the other ingredients of the

I bubbling cauldron of success are missing,the brew can never be complete.ln another realm altogether, talent has no

Part to play in the pursuit of moral ldndness and happiness.

t. An ifitellr'gent discusrton. you dre not dlwdyt con.ise in yout expression, but the drguments reflect motuity
. ond thought.
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progress;where it is deemed a threat, it will be resisted.Th u s, th e atomic bomb was given the green light sixty years
ago by a Prcsident who wanted to quickly end a bloody and devast?ting world war; moreovei theAmericans feared
that Cerman/would discover the atomi. bomb first a chilling prospect for the proponenrs of world peace. Scien,
tific research into the bomb wes noc restrlct€d but strongly supported in this insrancc Curiously. however, nuclea.
technology is frowned upon today in some quarters due to ics porential to destabilise the same peace whose reign it

, brought about last century-What was once a key for the survival of democracy is now a direct threat to Man!
. contjnued survival.ln this whole saga, moral standards have not had much influence the killing ofrhousands with the 4qi

. bomb rn I945 was buq a se.ond,rry rssue,ro.Lhos,e.who feared the ronsesuences ot concinued futt-scate war agains{ r oq- -r qa c4 &r eQ,{\ \d ,&<d 
',inr;ii 

. ;;-it-- ----
rhelrorneserupqe,n;uLOncericire.i.icniirriaoieviitio"?..?"".it?--"ie,n<-forwn:r nernrremomr<*ho.rho 6 p{(
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rheJ:p,nese lugserniut. onci frd;e..;n;nii h;d"pieGitioi?6ihoraTiJnie' ns - for wrar netp rre momt' when rh- eip{(
]l'-.''-..-.......".1.'..hs/vrvery eyr5ten(e of?rhe /ommlrrrry (hal propag:res rhem r\ 3r sLrke)

i ' i,, 1n ."..f*"", *l't'le science is obiective and global, moral standards are relative, ephemeral and largely expendrbt" ";'::
,;:whenthesit!ationrequiresitichereforewhilemoralsmayattempttoslow'wrong'sciendficprogress,theirattempts

will invariably falter at the end - especially when the'wrong' becomes a'right'_

gent dryuments.You monaged to move owdy from the banal.A.ommendabte effoft.
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Do mora! standards impede the progress of science? ln a nutshell, the answer is unequivocally,a resou nd in8 'yes'. ln

theory, of course,tlris is vastly untrue, as science should and must adhere to the relevant (and reasonable) morat and

efiical standards in order to progress;{or what is progress it it occurs at che cost of devolution into immorality and

depravib/? However, the definition of'mofals'has always baen tricky, and u nfortu nate ly, we are living in an em where

the:monls' pertaining to science and technology are regretfully un reasonable, and ironically, immoral. Consequently,

moral standards do impede the progress of science, for these'moral standards' are more akin to unreasonable and

unjustrfiable demands rhan anFhinS else (*ln\ *q''.a r"\"4s-J \"-5

As justification,we first examine the issue of testins and exPerimentatio" 
"n -'."r. ..a t i'fn;;&;"1;lrqi"'

years, hordes of people have actively campaiSned aSainst cosmetics testins on animals, as they feel that it is an

immoral acc thac harms rhe imals. I frrmly believeJhar this is true, and thar such cosmetics testing is deserving of
public oaiui5fri atf. wh:r progress ro science or humankind is there to be gained from cosmetics testinS on

liiGl Foi"'"., 
" 

..a1er group of people has been protesting against the use ofanimals in clinical trials.They claim

thatsuchexperimentsareimmoral,thattheyviolate'animaldiSnity'whateverthatis and the arguments thatthey

use are so ludicrous rhar th€y actually would be humorous i{the context in which they were used was not so serious.

A typicat one runs like this:'The iniection of Hlv into chimpanzees is un€thical, for you ar€ causing unwarranted

sufflring; ttre benefits of doing so do not justify this meanslYes, it is unethical to to"rment th€ chimPanzees,but it is

indubitally more unethicat to let the millions ofpeople afilicted withAlDS around the world die.ln a sense,the'moral

standardsi used here are themselves immoral; for who wo.uld call the ef{e€tive abandonment and killing of AIDS

sufferers anything but immoral?

Another common argumentdeals with howvivisection violates animal dignity and hence is guilt), of breaking a moral

standard some people ctaim that performinS experimenls on animals reduces their dignity.The same PeoPle over-

took the fact thalmillions of animals are being slaughtered for food, and unless one's idea of'diSnity' is being served

up on a 2 piece chicken med at KFC,the dign'ty ofanimals has never really bothered mankind. Evidently such moral

standards stem from ignorance and foolishness, and are definitely impeding the progress of science, for scientists

worldwide cannot perform vivisection in peace over fears that the dignity of the labomtory rat is being violated.

t4ore importantty, the moral standards employed to fight against the field of embryonic stem cell research are

severety trespassinS on the grounds of progr€ss, and are undoubtedly beyond the Pale. Embryonic stem .ells are

pluripoient precursor cells that are harvested primarily from aborted foetuses and unused embryos, and they pos-

sess a remarkable range oftherapeutic powers.lndeed, recent clinicaltrials with such stem c€lls have been successful'

and have enabled scarred cardiac tissue to heal again and a previously paralyzed man to reSain motor controlThere

is no akernative treatment in sight,for adult stem cells are notoriously problematic and dangerous for the Patient

What,then,is r€sponsibte for the death offunding,and the restrictions imposed on embryonic stem cell resear€h? Of

course, the answer is dubious moral standards:their proponents. havinS Partially restored 'diSnity' to the cow and the

chicken, now try to Sive.dignity'to a smali clump of dividinS cells;all at the cost of the lives,and hapPiness, of many

others.The most common moralargument used here states that human embryos should be respected,and accorded

the retevant digniry.To this end,a ruling was passed at theWarsaw Convention stating that embryos after l4 days old

may not be used as it is a viohtion of human life;doing so would be ethically wrong and dellnitely immoral-Howevei

ws must note that the I 4-day mark is completely arbitrarr the foetus only develoPs a hD in whe n it is 6 weeks old.

and prior to that, it is no more'human'than a clump of skin cells is.To deprive scientists ofaccess to proper embryos.

in such a pointless fashion, is undoubtedly an impediment to the progress ofscience and socie+This is as science has

much to gain from embryonic stem cell research; Alzheimers and Parkinson's disease,and Huntingtonl Chorea.are

among the malor diseases of the world that can be cured via the r-rse o{ stem cells. ls it moral to deprive those

suffering from thalassaemia,a hereditary blood disordecofstem cell treatmentl Is it actually a'moral'thing to do,to

depriveihe children of such people the chance at a sickness-free life? Evidently,the proSress ofscience has come to
a standstill in this respect, alier being hindered by PurPorted'moral standards'-
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All ol the morrl srunddd. pre,enrFd \o frr, wRh ,h. F/cepuption of cosmetics testin8 on aniimals, are pe#cctly
unjustifiable.That a clump of cells in one\ womb has the potential to become a baby after 9 months of arduousr:: 
Sestation is no reason nor to experiment with it, notwhen the lives of many others arc at stake. As peter Singei a

-j.r'irofessorof BtoethicsarPrincetonUniversiry,says,ttiiwoutamean.h".;;i."".;.;;;;;;;;s;;p";;;:;;;
,ir.: and ovum as sacred,for they do have that potentialro become human.ls this reasonable? Hence,lfirmly believe that

, in poor a(itude towrrds issues such as stem cell treatment.This invariably resulcs in a lack of progress in science

' ln theory, moral standards are peffectly juscifiable;and in theory, moral standards further the progress of science. ln

, ':'. lhese'moral standards are not truly moral standards. in the sense that the/ do not have any ramifications on

I.|.moraliry:instead,theyarefoundedonignorance,groundedinareluctancetochangeandbeopen-minded,andresult

This is not to say thar morals have no place in the lvorld of science, and that they always hinder progress. As
mentioned, proSress is only progress when ir does not tuppen at the expense of our morals,for when we lose sight
ofwhat is right and what is wrong,we become mere beasts;who can say that that is progress? Morat srandards,such
as the ban on cosmetjcs testing on animals and the prevention of hurnan expcrimentation wirhout prior consent of
the subject,should and must b€ put in phce to prevent Frankenstein science and such from happening.tor exampte,
lwould hardly consider che testing ofpotentially lethaldruSs on clueless hospitalpatienrs as moral,noras something
that science can benefit from. Moralicy,when it is jusrifiable and not as abstract as'animal dignicy', serves as a check-
and-balance systern for science thar has to be put in place for science to progress_

Praccice, however, most of our moralstandards are per{ectly u n raasonable; an d in conclusion,iusr as the progress of
,science was impeded when the Church (in a mcher ridiculous move) proclaimed thar Copernicus and his heliocen-
tric viev/ of the solar system was 'immoral for going against the literal interpretation of the Bible, the progress of
rscience today is most definirely impeded by the many (dubiout moral standards chat we have implemented today.

is well aryued,ond you've mode o strong.ase ogoinn some of the misopplicotions of morol stondards.
frcm perhaps more planning to strcighten out your script, this is on excellent effort.
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E1 Name: Stefanie Chan Class: lA0lB
Title:ls $ere any value in popula. culturel

Popular culture, it seems, is ingrained in all of us.Thor.rgh the inner critic inside us may abhor, despise and wish ro
annihilate ir from our planet altogether, it is inescapable.The inflltration of'pop culture'. as it is more commonly
known, into our society, is evident from its influence on every art form invented by llanitelevision, the lllm and music
industry, and others.lt is hence necessa.y to take a step back and evaluate the value of pop cubure,ro ascertain if
this monolith in our midst is worth the place it occupies in society today.

The era ofbubblegum pop oriSinat€d in the mid- I990s with the likes ofBritney Spears and the innumemble boybands
which erupted in a wave to flood the music industry. Most critics would agree that this wave was as welcome as a

virus: it is happ, lishthearted but frivolous and with absolutely no artistic value to speak ol sacri'ege to the very
name o{music. Critics mourned the day when Avril Lavigne won an award at the Grammys, declarins th€ decline of
rhe prevrously emrnent award.

However.it is precisely the recognition ofthe value ofpop in our society that enabled Lavigne to win the Grammx
The influence of it is visible on MW and teenagers everlvvhere: it provides an oudet for teens with pent-up frustrations
to deal with the undeniably difficult process of growing up-The problem is that the idulr criri.s seem to have

forgoften what it was like to be an adolescent, to weep into one! pillow at night listening to a lovelorn singer!
whining.There is emotional value in pop culture, though some may find it to be rather superficial.

A similar example is that of the television show 'Desperate Housewives",and the numerods Emmy nomhations rL

receiv€d this year.Though th€ premise ofthe show was simple, and the plot not particularly original nor ouLstanding,
it was something which enabled people to enjoy a temporary reprieve from th€ harsh and ominous realities of life.
Therein, perhaps,lies the value of popular culture: through its very essence of beinS frivolous and lighthearted, it
allows for an escape from the grimness of this post-9/l l, post-December 25d, post-July 7d world. Life would be too
depressing if we did not have some form of relief once in a while,to let ourselves go and not be too serious.

in economac terms, lhe value of popular culture is enormous. Billions of dollars u." 
"p"na """.y 

y"". on ,h"
entertainment industry,a large proportion ofwhich comprises popular culture-The paycheques of celebrities alone

are proofofthe economic ralue of pop culture,and the amount of media paraphernalia manufactured is staggering-

Though this spending is Sood for the economy, it raises the question ofwhether the money could be put to better
use someplace else.The economic value ofpop culture is invaluable,but one wonders ifit should be placed above all

else: is its value positive?

On a morallevel, in rec€ntyears it seems to be thatsexand violence have taken top priority in the list of compon ents

that make up popular culture.This is especially so in the case of movies, where the two appear to be used in an

increasingly gratuitous manner.This may perhaps be arSued as a necessary evil in the cause for liberalism, but there
is a fine line between liberalism and outright depravity-As a result, parents' concerns have increased exponentially
and there has been a call for tighter guidelines on censorship.What is the cost of its artistic valuei

Popularculture presently has a place even in the political arena, as evidenced by the caricatures ofprominent world
leaders such as US President George Eush in cartoons and other such media.Arguably the political value of pop

culture lies in the fact that people are able to Sarner more knowledge about the world that we might previously not
have been able to have access to, or simply because we have been too sedentary to make the effort.We see this in

films such as"Fahrenheit9I l" and "Bowling for Columbine",the political documentaries created by Michael Moore.
They allow viewers to see the points ofview of political activists, and as a result become more politically involved
themselves.

ln conclusion,the degree ofelitism present in dismissing all of pop culture as havinS no value is unnecessary and of
no value in itself.lust because somethinS is deemed as being part of'popular' culture, it does not automatically
exclude it from the rank ofbeingvaluable to societyorthe individual.Thoush it would be idealistic and nai:ve to say
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thatpop culture is awhollypositive inlluence.its mlue in society is indubirable. Popular cultu re should be acknowledged
as havinS its own unique value, rather than being dismissed without further consideration about its impact_

Comments:
Good - syst€motic ond coherent discussion. Shows moturity ofrhougfit yiews d.e renrible, bdlanced and
oddress the gueition yery effectively.
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P,l Title: Liberty or security? To what extent
nataonal secu rityl Nam e: Tan Yi-Xu n

should individual freedoms be sacrificed fo.
Class:2A0lA

'When fighting monsrers, be carefullest you become a monster you rself.' Almost 200 years on, Nietzsches words of

warninSare as resonantas ever. with governments allover the world passing legislation to restrict civil liberties in the

name of security.Yet the supporters of the Patriot Act in the UsA and the mooted anti-freedom laws in the UK

woutd do well to keep Nietzsche in mind.ln my opinion,there is no exclrse, eith€r practical or noral,for sacrificing

libdrty on the altar of supposed security,as these measures are both unacceptable in principle and counter-Produc-

tive in practice.

Proponents of these rest.ictions dmw from a susprcrously orwellian leyrcon - rhey refer co'faceless enemies" a

widespread'war on terror', and the'overriding necessity' of exchanging freedom for security-The essential argument

is that the evolution of leSal systems todarwith their regard for the liberties of Man as sacrosanct, is outdated and ill
suited to battlingthe scourge ofterrorism.lt seemsthat detention without trial,lives without Privacy and the inabilir/'

to speak freely are somehow 'n ecessary' to stem the Srowti oflerror

Yet 
'n 

Wi iam Pittt words,'N ecessity is the excuse for every infrinSement of h uman libe rty. lt is the PIea of tyrants, it
is the creed of love'.This argument is truly an'excuse' it has littl€ basis in reality.Our current legalsystems evolved

from the labeftarian consritutions of the l8,h 196 century, yet rhese l9d century libertarians, as'The Economist'

rightfully points ouqfaced their own terrorist threat,the anarchists. Like today's iihadists,the anarchists conducted

bombings and even assassinations, murdering arGtocrat and commoner alike for their cause-Yet the libertarian

constiturion survived - in fact, counties like B.itain which did not impose draconian measures in the name of

securiry experienced the most rapid recession of terrorist activity, in contrast to Spain,where touSh legislation only

met stiffer opposition. ln todayt wodd, every major terrorist act since 2000, be it 9- I I or the London bombings, has

occurred primarity due to intelligence failures rarher than excess liberty-Thus, it is convenient for hawks in adminis-

trations worldwide to tout cuts in freedom as a remedy for securit/ issues,when in realit), the link between the two

is, at best, tenuous.

Nevenhetess, insistenr hawk declare thatthe governmenti overriding responsibility is ensu ring secu rity.-Ib use their

lanSuage, rhey claim that even it only one life is saved and one grievinS morher appeased, draconian measures are

worth their cost. However (obviously myopic moral argument aside). their proposition is predicated uPon the

fundamentally flawed premis€ that sacrificing freedom will aid their cause.lt is hug€ly regrettable when any life is lost,

but we must nor allow irrarional grief to blind us to rhe counter-productive politicai retardation that governments

seek to impose. Domesticall, once the state wirhdraws its guamntee that the rights of the individual are above

quesrion,there is a reduction in the incentive for citizens to cooperate with the state. After all,ifthe Sovernment c:n

(evefl if it does not) tap my phone calls,throw me in jail without a free and fair trial,or censor my sPeech, what life is

worrh protecting?The most striking example of this can be seen in the aftermath of the London bombings. lmmedi-

ately after the rerrible act,rhere was universal condemnation ofthe terrorists. Britons,whit€ and biack, Christian and

Muslam,were united in a rare show ofsolidarir/.Yetthe subsequent anti-free speech laws and the restriction of travel

have splintered British society-These draconian measures imposed in the name ofsociety have probably undermined

it by alienating the l4uslim community as seen by their virulent criticism of the British governmentl Policies.This is

especially importanr given the lslamic slant to modern terror which makes the British Muslim community Britain!

most valuable ally or most dangerous enemy.

Furthermore, th is leads to international repercussions in the quest to quell terror- Even in the huSely unlikely event

that all restricrions on liberty are channelled domestically towards anti-terrorist ends,these manacles are likely to be

perceived as hypocfisy on the part of the developed countries. Even George Bush recognises that this is a war of
,hearts and minds'_Thus our most potent weapon in our arsenal aSainst terror is not tirearms but an ideoloSy of

tibert), and self-determination. Hence,any comPromise on freedom is,by extension,a defeat for the free world,and

a victory for the very agents who undermine our security. Guantanamo Bay, with its sleeP-dePrivation torture

routines, persistent refusalto allow the detainees access to a fair triai,and its lonS-running interrogrtion, has been an

embarrassment for the developed world, and subsequently a maior enSine fuelling Muslim resentment-Thus when

liberty is lost and dEconian measures take its piace,our moralp6sition ceases to be hiSher than that ofthe jihadist\
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repression becomes the language of political discourse and rcrror is therefore made rhe mostvatuable currency of
political exchange.

Perhaps the only argument from the hawks that has any validiry to ir is the fact tha. peopte voluntarily want to
sacrifice their rights, and they point to Bush's re election as evidence for this. However, this is a myopic view chac
exeggerates the reasons for his re election. Bush won the re-elecrion on the crestofa strong economy,steady ima8e,
and a wave of patriotic euphoria and iinSoistic flag-waving due to the lraqWarYet rhere was a disjunction berween
the promises of his anti terrorism bill,the PatriotAct and the delivery of this fake palliative. Now, American approval
ratings are low and one maior reason for this, besides the mountinS casualdes in lraq (which is in parc due to the

rn rtort to ,inish, tfiis hds been o most persuosive oryument,felicitousty expressed with greot economy.
is nothing rnucfi to odd to thts excellent pie.e of wodg except thot you should briefly exptoin how

'FmPowering the individuol aids in the wat ogoinsr rerror.

ll:;', Ifgovernment were perfect, then restricting individualfreedom miSht at least be ncutral. However, Big Brother has a
rendency to use instruments intended for other purposes in unrelated lietds.This slippery slope is technically known

:.ir,i as scoPe-creeP - and it is ongoins.The Patriot Acq touted as an exclusively anti terrorisr bill, has been used to
r':'prosecutecomputerhackers,preachers,andevendrink-drivers-This,onthesul{ace,maghcnorseemlikeabadthing.

Yet n sets a precedent for che growing tentacles of the state. Under the PatriotAct, it is now technically possible to
,lj,:r monitor someonek personalcomputer on the pretext ofhis drink drivinS,clearly a power too great for the strte to
' ::i: wield due to its gross infringement of basic privacy. Sacrificing freedom in the name of security is, more often than

noq mnking libeny subservient to the purposes of the stare, allowing it to besrow or deny freedom at its whim or
,: i:. fancy, instead of being an inherenc and inalienable ri8ht.

- ln conclusion, sociery is a composrte of its parts, and the lowest denominaror is the individual- Hence, liberty, in

.... Parrcular rhe legislatron guarrnreeing indivadualliberty, must be protected on both moral and practical grounds, in

. aforementioned alienation), rs perhaps the most dangerous consequence of sacrificing libercy:abuse_

:i..the long-run enabling us to ensure our securi+The developed world is currently faced wirh: choice. One path
empowers the individual and, by extension, empowers society against terrorThe other path is a dead end for

om and for us - asWilliam Pitt eloquently declared:where freedom ends,there r/.anny begins.
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However, it would be equally myopic to ctaim that all
the sake of globalisation.There are many heartening
created a new trend of cultural protectionism and a
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aspects of culture in all countraes are being compromised for
(and also, extreme) instances of how globalisation has, in fact,

Kofi Annan secretary-cenerar of the worrd\ rargest po ratjcar bodx so aptry and profoundry commented,..Grobarisarion
is a lacr of life." lndeed, r'1rAnnan s insight ver), much pa€flers the rore of rtre i-.rnited t tatrons today a pratform for
leaders to chorus in unison that which is glaringly obvious. Perhaps it is becalse of its simpticity that his statement js
true too The scourge of wai along with mpid advancements in transporr and telecommunications, has made rhelowering of barriers to rrade and transport ever more rampanr.Together th che uN, regionar bodies haye worked
as effective took for lrade riberarisation ,nd curturar exchange,creaiing the grobar viflage of today which, by defaurt, is
embracinS globalisation in almost every conceivable way.

The"roors" ofa country most intuitivery refer to its curture encompassing practices and varue systems which have
evolved over decades.and are therefore deepl/ ingrained and far less mut:ble than ever-changing political or economic
concerns-Yet' with the bubbre of free rrade has come the hyper-dominance ofAmerica, and in rurn a new wave ofcultural imPerialism.AccomPljces to this rampage have been the Internet and satelljte television choice venues for
Promotang the irresistible vibes of Mry and product placement opportuniries for massive American multi-national
corPorations (MNCs), such as Nike and Pepsi-Cola.Vs Naipaul once infamously remarked that the cutture of thewest "fits all men". lndeed, it is hard to see how anyone can resist the temptartn of grease-raden fast food. when
Yum! Brands, parenr of KFC,Taco BeI and pizza Hut, opens three n.* "u,r!" """.ya"n 

*ith one of them being in
ch ina Even poor Ch inese peasanrs are fairinS prev to the ru re of American-stvte rype r iiabetes, obesity, and prom isciity
- a debasing oftraditional roots which any co!ntry should fi.d hard to U. p.oua ot

Another evident resurt of a worrd without barriers has been the massive mobirity of peopre,creating a phenomenon
ofmigration which is now more serious than ever.Thank to th€ NorthAmerican FreeTradeAgree;e;ts (NAFTA),
border control between Mexico andAmerica was reraxed significantry, causing waves of mostry ilegar emigration oui
of t'lexico-Associated with .his have been sharp rises in drug trafiic[ing and"kidnapping, with the situation reaching
such dire condhions that the states of New Mexico and Arizona havJ recentry been to.ced to decrare a state ofemersency.With the expansion ofthe European Union too, cerman), and Bricainhave suddenly been flooded with an
inllux of Estonians and Poles demonstrating lhe Darwinian instinct io ensure survival by moving to mo.e favourable
conditions lt is imPossible for a country to hold on to ics roots when its roors nre t.anslocatin! to where the grass
isgreener.

The last reason for cultuml comPromise is co-related to the pressures ofso-called "trade liberalisation', as advocated
by globalisation- D ue to the rise of intm resionar trade, many .ountries are verging on isomorphic .u rturar homogeneity
in order to maximize common markers A prime example is how tte 

"ui.e""" 
of NAFTA has aepended 

"on 
the

convergence ofAmerican. lvlexican and Canadian consumer taste and demand.ln contrast,Japan hai found it increasingly
dimcult to integrate itserf within the south Asian trading zone of HonS Kong, China and Singapore,due to her crose--
minded protection of her unique heritaSe and traditions. rn addition,; have theWorrd Bank- 

'mposed 
structurar

Adittstment Policies (sAPt which demand thatdevelopinS countries privatise and remove subsidies for nativef:rmers,
as su'h,allowing the massive intrusion of MNcs in return for Sinnring developmental aid-Thus we see how increasingly,
countries are beingforced to abandon their roots in order to achieve the economic benefits ofembracing globalisatiln.
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The firsr thing we have to recognise is thar cukurar differences are the product of centuries;they are born fromcommon experiences and carry siSnificant historicar baSgage - such as thac which is shared byyugosraviaos and
Russians on the very fundamen cal level, wh ile we can chanle ou r potitica, inclinations o r ou r preferen ces in music or
fashion' we cannot change our geneti€ and curturar make-up;a Russian can rejecr communism bur not become
Estonian -and this is the basic Slue for socialtradition and heritage.ln fact,globalis;tion has jntensified our awareness
of these differences and commonarities, and is the precise reasln why co"untries are rearisinS the need to protect

"return to roots" phenomenon.
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their cultumlidenticies.This explains Japan! Asianisation" in respon se to American importL1riffs and Frances.ecenr
support ofher native film industry, promoting"Ameli6" and"Taxi" in synchrony with placing quotas on overseas DVD
imporcs Embracing globalisation has made countries more wary of proaecting their roots.

Next, we must recognise chat globrlisrtion has today created a world order in which natlonal boundaries are ro
longer the discrete demarcations of culture, but are being replaced wirh fte imaSined commonality of "civilisations".
As proposcd by Samuel P Huntington,"The fault lines of civilisations are tha battle lines of the world . Civi{isations
enSender the same moral differences which unite countries,but are nor resrricted to geogrrphical barriers - with rhe
lnternet promoting loyaky to cults and religious groups anywhere aroLrnd the world, we witness now a revival of
religion La revanche de Die! and a risc in neo-fundamentalism.The dominance oftheWest is largely to blame for
the countering emergence of non-wesrern loyalcies the London bombings being an excellent illusrration of how
extremists may no longer feel the physical connection to rheir narive ethics bur still wholehearredly reiect thc
systems of their new residence.The "recurn to roots" phenomenon is now more evidenr than ever.

Cultural proteccionism extends beyond social ch*r", -., r"0 roday counrr res have admirably anempted co srand
up to the economic pressures of glo balisation. Chinai nerce pegging ofthe yudn has been responsible tor a period of
expooentialSrowth and has demonstrated, until recently,a defiance of inrernational trends in favour of her peoples
wel!-being and financial systems.

. . - Th e environment also conscitutes a major pan of local heritage an d h istory, an d has recently been che focus of many

' - .. cons ervatlo n efforts aim ed at restoring biodivers ity to globJ wildlife h ot-spots. Pu erto Rico! con stitution of a buffer
::. zone around protected rain forests has dmwn much eco-tourism, and its impetus to do so as a condition ofglobal
-if 

developmentai aid has proven how embracing globalisarion can, in fact,lead to the protection of native roots be
they literal or symbolic.

conclusion, while it is easy to blame globalisation for cultural imperialism and the resulting homogeneity it has

.c!'eated, this would be a very superlicial allegation if left at that. lncreasingly, we are seeing efforts to conserve and

Drotecc cuku.al differences.whrch have rnoved in tandem with trade liberalisation and global interconnectivity-This is

.r an admimble defence of what binds us on our most basic level, and hearcening evidence that it is, in many ways.
po\srble'o. r coun,ry 

'o 
embr"ce Slobdh'1Lron whilc rFnraining rrue ro :rs roors.
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Some people may ask:what about those countries whose growth is due to tourism and foreign invesrment? Surely

they would lose their roots to globalisationl lronically though, it is actually globalisation that helps to preserve the
cultural herataSe of many of chese countries. For example, Hawaii,known as a tourist destination, is an att.action for
its cultural backgro!nd, and many tourists visit the country in order to watch performan.es by locals.The same is

rrue for theAborigines the interest ofthe Slobal community in Aboriginal hisrory has helped to p.eserve what is

left of their culture and roo.s,which are, inciden tally, the roots ofAustralia. Hence it can be seen rhat globalisation,
far from threateninSa country\ roots,can actually help to preserve them and allow its people to take pride in them.

It is sad, however,that coo much emphasis on che maintenance ofthe country\ cukure, religion and heritage, can be

detrimental to the advancement of that country and the degree to which it embraces globnlisation- For example,
many Arab countries such as SaudiArjbia orYemen still stand fast by their ?ge-old traditions.ln a recent survey,

mor€ than I .5 million women in countries s uch as chese suffer genital mutilations due to th es e trad ition s; ih e award
winning book " Princess", writte n by a member ofthe SaudiAmbian royal family, also serves to show thar very lictle

attracting foreigners and investments as they are still'stuck in the past'and are economically unsrable.Thus it can be

has changed in these countries - r€ligion is still paramount and discrimination against women still exists in many

.: forms. Countries such as these, embracing their traditions and heritage so greatly, have problems embracing
',: .globalisation,which involves the changing and abaodonment of certain customs and practices.They also have difficulcy

Rafflesjunior CollcSe lplrll h!!e I 2006

se€n that remaining too tied to onei roots can hinder the embracing of globalisation.

in fact €annot be so ifthe country wishes to advance. Instead, a balance must be struck,with the country encouraging
ln conclusion, it must be said that globalisation and pride in a country's heritage need not be mutually exclusive,and

exchange of trade and ideas with the world, yet at the same cime advocating the preservation of the people\
heritage.This balance can only occur when the government and people recognise this need and work together,for
a national identity must be established before a country can take an active part in globalisation and advance.

Well written. Good orgonisation; succinctly expresred.Arg(mentr dre bdldnced ond sensible.
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The world today is becoming increasinSly rnterconnected Besinning in earnest with the lndustrial Revolution and

;ff il;;; ;;;; w"r 
1 

q."',:"1':illll ;iS::J:*;;**::'."r'ffi""::'"T ;:$iil::l.ilil
culrure and.to a lesser exrent' peoPre 1i;";";-;;.;;;rtd have indeed reduced the liketihood of war.ltis,
sPannins (ominen.. Th" *:**t " "ii'.il,."',n", *".i" i. *"**d to the annals of historv'
however, far from being a foreSone conclu:

An inter-connect€dwono*,,,,*:1y,'.'liil""il;y;li,Till;:'ff":::11:;::ff:,il'::.T;'-fii.fl:.j:

il::::L-,itil:,iil:"ft':;JlJli]i.";:.""'"".""., 'n"'.*'* mav be jependen'c on o'iher coun'irps ror

their economic surviva, r:n'"' '"""''"' " 

"""'i';;;;;;";'';;-t" 
"ve; 

the united states in beins a sisnificant

buver or U5 bonds ondrreasur v eirk carririg" iiil;";;;;'"'";i; ;'':'^ '1" ':]:1" " 
both the united sra(es

mrrkets and world marr."ts. Muttinutional .o".fora(ion, w*h operrdons based overseas and m:rl'ers ro explon may

form a significrnt lobby x will sPecial rntere:igroups Not only wrlt a pocenrral a88re5<or find r( costlv ro wnSe war

due ro rrs numerous inr. ** "o-"0.,, 
*,,i"i,L i*'"'"p0"*"i" n.. *rthin rhe r ountrv. opposrtton rhar will come

;;;;;;;;;";',heir own economic interests compromised.

't he rhreat of war rn Easr Asid is rcduced bv the dePenden'e ol (he Chinese' JaPanese and Taiwanese economies on

each othecNorth Kor"a i, r,"ra ,om"w6ai1n .;*;;;;nJ; power.foojand in""'tmentfrom its neishbours

The unprecedented levet or 
"'ono,ni' 'nt'-"-'o'nn-iitll""' 

it' .*i**' 
"PPreciated 

in the Past'and certainly not

dreamt of before David *"*0"'. *** "" .""r0"."'"" "lr"""s".rn" 
economic integration ofworld economies

can be seen as a large obstacle to war'

Bevond economies however' the rncreasrngly globJrsed narure of the world mav reduce Lhe rn'idence of war

,,,i"*1"::ill*::*:t,Jny:::'#i'i'iJ'i,1nl;:W;l:"',Xl','.,1:L;" "TJ";:::",",''H*It has also grven PeoP'e
rhan we wer e befor e, ev"" *n"* t.t"' 

" '"0 "'f'^'t'ty 
tJp"ra * * ffto alileness m'v brrne dmbiLions and inrcr'sts

Loserher and reduce rh" "..,.,".." 
.r;;;i;;;;.,;" *;"*'", "..".mi. 

and Polrrical power of chind as werr rs

the sprerd ol rts cullure rnt *" t'"t't"t'"rr 
'" 

t*tt L"t"-" otrng'"g countrres togethe' whecher by destgn or

nol Or tt could brrng about " o'"o"*"J tu'n ot civiksatrons as from a more specific P'rsPeclive che same

Dredicted Power thrt l"a t" tf'" 'p*"a'"f-tJt"" in'* *" radio dnd celevisron rnd then the ln(ernet) Plals an

active role in preventing *o '"0",*-' 
in'i"""i j?'l-rn'^n"tt" 

"'r"*ed 
by globalisation allow peace activists

{amone o(hers) to comm"o*" *'* *" '"""';;;';;i 
;;; rhe world where local demonsua(ors and oPPosiLion

have raired perhaps grobn "*' *' *"l"?ii:'#;;;;;":";"''" ro rea'h rarRe audiences have suc(eeded in

endins wars before. A c*" ,. p.r. **rii" ,i" ,iirr"i ,* "r 
*" ^"i" bv rheviercons (o spread rherr messaSes

abroai Ultimatelv rhis l"a u' 'n*h 
ro tr'""ii#"*'i "in,'.**" rt..* 

as drd the la'k of progress in the war rhe

interconnectedness of tnt -*" -o tn! it"t""t"a "^itttt""oing 
*" nave of each other will eventually lead to a

;;;;;;;;m"."""s, reducins the ease of settinS the PoPulace to accePt war

PoliticallY nations have come closer together as well The two Prime €xamPles of'this are the European Union anc

the North Ameri* Freuroa"at"" wrti'r'j'io"'"i"i "" """"rio 
o"*n*';hey.will lead to Political as well as socia

inregrarion as economic *r*r*, oo.i,r" ,"i ." i." 
""1 o*0r", .erge. Nerther has proven rheir Lapacirv rc

work as a unrr'The1howt""" o"'**" *1' t"*"a" f'*' " 
*f'*" f*ked governments have no ciuse for war witl

each other.The United N"'""' '"t"'""lil l"#rrt' 
" 

g"u"r """''""'"nt"(one.where 
differences mav be resolve(

peacefutly and inLeresB taken t"t" "D'S"-i"g '"*i'J unrlarel rl movementty ics membe15 it can foster inrer

'.onn".,Jdn"r, .hr-ough diPlomacy and may yer prove a solurion ro future srrrte'

Given that the world is becoming more interconnected, and wars incr€asingly undesirable and avoidable'why doe

the rhreat of war still .*o.,t" ."t'"t t'"n-"i";-;;;;';"" civil war'in Chechnva Conso and the lvory coast

lnterconnectedness may t"att" 
'ntt'nitloi.'Taoo""ti" 
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Politicalwillto end such conflic$, solutions are possible.such collective will,however,is limited at besc and conflicts

competicion for resources and vested inrerests may yet prove to be a cause of war becween countries.lt is not by
a.cidcnt that lr:q possasses large l<nown oil reserves.lc is undeniable rhat economic and potiticat interestr ted the
unit€d states to invade lraq in rhe 2004 lraq warWith the currenc re.ord oil prices and consumprion set to
increase,wars may be caused by a compecition over scarce resources_

Potential flffhpoinLs remain. such as the Taiwan Strait and North Korea.Where countries are keen ro exerr rheir
political power or protect their interests even at che cost ofeconomic and military repe.cu ssron s, war may prove to
be unavoidable.The shift in power from the Atlantic to the pacific may not go smoothly china and lndia are now
develoPing, and in the next century wall surely become the next superpowers Will rhe United States a ow this to
haPPen Peacefullyl Messages from the current administracion and conse.varives in the Uniced States suggest not.lf
war were to break out as a result of this, it will likely be a global one and no amount of inter-connectedness wi

Therefore, the increasing inter-connectedness will reduce the incidence of war lt is, however, overly simptistic to
assume that such interconnectedness will result in aligned Soals berween nations.While tarSe-scale reperc ussions of
wff are now greater both in breadrh and severity, overriding issues may still cause war to occur in the furure.

CommenQi
4 cogent, well-structured drgument fluently expressed. An in.isive ond insightfut answ€l- to the guertion,
though more evidence to support your points is needed. However, given the time consrrdi nt, you have done
a vety good job of onswe.ing the guesrion. l/c'ep it up, Eulene!
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With the de{initive ending of the ColdWar in the year l99l,the president ofthe wo.ld's leading university veroed the
appointment of a professor of security studies because he felt the need for one had disappeared. "Hallelujaht We
study war no more because war is no more!"

A decade later few would share his enthusiasm. For whale the increased interconnectedness ofour world has naturally
created more opportunities for djplomacy and an increased public awareness ofglobal afJairs, it has at the same time
created a paradiSm in which war conflicts beMeen states and civilisations necessarily generates polirical and
economic repercussions in suffounding countries- No state can afford to be neutral in this world where cuftui?l
alleSrances are more pronoun.ed rhrn eve,.

The single most importantforce unitingthe different cultumlidencities that make up ourworld iswestern imperi ism,
a process which has lasted two centuries and whos6 effects we sdll experience.ln 1900. for exampte, 84% of the
globe was directly or indirectly controlled by the Bitish, French, Dutch andAmerican empires. Post-Wortd WarTwo,
this political infl uence was Siven an economic dimension when, in I 947, the Un ited States c reated an econom ic o rd€ r
- the BrettonWoods system using its dollar as the benchmark. Co!ntries such as Ethiopia which resisted western
imperialism for a long time faced dire consequences as i resulq countries such as Japan and rheAsianTigers which
embraced this economic order prospered.

Therefore, at the start of the twenry-first century, people are more confused than ever. ard it is precisely these
conflicting culturalallegiances which are the potential impetuses forwar- con{lict between the states of c ivilisations.
The lslamic resurgences in Turkey and lmn, two hitherto "Westernised" Mudim countries, are testimony ro rhe
increased individual consciousness of cultural idenrity.This ;dentit/ is reflected in the political and economic spheres
and it is in rhese two areas that conflict is inevitable.

ln "The Clash ofCivilizat;ons and the Remaking ofworld Order", Samuel Huntingron compellingly reduces potiticat
conflicts betwe€n states ro a simple ps/chological phenomenon: the need to belong and co thereby exclude, for
"there can be no true friends without true enemiesl'The age of western economic and political dominance is not
over, but !he emerSence of likely challengers has ensued, along with anti-western sentiment. People identify most
strongly with their language, history, customs,and religion;for moch ofthe world .hese had been kept separare,untit
the l9d century,from"western" inlluences, an d .errainly amongAsian and lslamic states which have been economi.ally
and politically enabled,there is an overwhelming desire to retur. to that glorious past.Terrorist attacks on the US,
then, can be seen as an attempt to assert cultural superiority over a perceived intruder.

War is also made more lik€ly because ofthe increased politicisation ofthis increasingly interconnected world.l'1ore
so than ever there is an atmosph€re of mutual d:strust and suspicion in the international political scene,where ideals
such as "liberty","freedom" and "democracy" carry no meaning of their own but rather are used as economi€ and
political leveraSe, as can be seen in the United Stares' international dealinSs- Moreover, the emergence of nuclear
stockpiling in the wake ofthe ColdWar has endowed the world with a tool for self destruction.The proliferation of
offensive weapons, both ideologicaland actual,n€c€ssarily tenerates a defensive response from pafties feeling threatened,
and attack is usually the best form of defence-

However, it may also be true to claim that it is precisely this prevailing atmosphere of mutuai suspicion and fear
amonS states that enhances the ef{ectiveness of diplomacy and peace movements. For man, arguably, is a rational
being with the ability to exercise self-control and to judge when events are getting out of hand.ln"The Long Peace",

I L Gaddis points to nuclear proliferation as th€ definitive factor in preserving "peace" between the superpowers
durins the ColdWar,with neither wanring to risk annihilating the world.

Moreover, institutions such as the United Nations and its subsidiary branches,for example, ECOSOC, have put in a
tremendous amount of effort in peacemaking operations and in providing assistance to underdeveloped nations in
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che hoPe ofcreating a world order characterized by peace.ln the recenc G8 summit it was even decided to wrire off
the billions of dollars oflhirdWorld debt to help in their developmenr chus potentiat{y neutratising a horbed of anti-
western sentiment,fo. the Group of 77 (G77) countries hrve been in recent years relaiively vocat in their complaints
about having been excluded from the wesrern economic,.wortd,' order

Public awareness is also an important factor to be taken into consideration when evaluaring rhe prospects for peace.
It is undeniable that people around the world are ;nc.easin8ry educated and €oncerned about grobal affairs; in
democracies PoPulations have the right to take to rhe streets and protest over their government! foreign policy, as
the Americans and EuroPeans did during theVietnam Wrr, and the wars in Afghanistan and lraq.The effectiveness of
peace movemencs may be limited, but ir is arguably an exclusively twen.ieth century phenomenon,and a{orce whach
governments intent oh precipitating war or conflict wi increasingty have to reckon wirh.

ln conclusion, to speak of 'war- having become a Ehrng of rhe pasr is indeed a naiv€ conrention;what have become
"things ofthe past", though, are western hegemony, prrblic aparhy, and cuttural subjugation.The consequence of these
forces beinS rePlaced by a mo.e Powei{ul consciousness of political and cultural tensions is a higher probability of
international conflict.\r'y'hile the two wodd wars ofthe last c€ntury have quelled for rhe moment further demands for
a global wai conflicts political, economic,and especia y sociat - persasc and are the order ofrhe day.The world has
returned to the "Tower of Babel" age, where mutual misunderstanding within a group of people in close proximiry
divides them more rhan ever and obscures the fundamentat morat similarities they share.

Commentsr
A very petsuasive dis.ussion - I like the wdy you've oryanised yout arguments and the yery good longuoge
fd.ility shown here.l enioyed reading.his - tfiere is o welt-sundined argument thrcughout tfie essoy.
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The Hobbesian hypothesis is that man is inherently evrl; numerous phrlosoPhersand writers such as George Orwell
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in the possession of their enemies, and this makes them less cautious about stepping on toes. uttle wonder that
lmn! nuclear protram is such a concern to the united states, because nuclear weapons, by providint a fall-back
opdon,embolden countries to engage in conventional warfare, as they have been doing in conflictj around the world_

Thus'while an increasinSly interconnected wortd may provide reasons for some countries not to to to war, it does
not €rase the fllndamental reasons for conflict and in fact provides more options in war.V1y'ar is therefore unlikel/to
become a thing of rhe pasL

Comments:
A welkonsidered essoy. Eloborqte on this view thot the inter-connected.ress ofcountries provides the potentidl
for more wor to occur.
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E*"y 22 Title: Blotsing nnd podcasting have little worrh beyond allowing the individual t l li..tl..,S ]
exhibirionism. Do you agreel Class:2A0lB

To the uninitiated, blogging and podcasting miSht seem to be a selflsh,and indeed, self-indulgent method of imposing
onet opinions on others with the insulation provided by anonymitx'bioggers' or'podcasters' as they are so €all€d
proceed to gripe about anything and everythinS. Perhaps popular opinion views these individuals as social paaiahs,

unable to shake off the stigma of society and ye! still desperately tryinS - trying for .heir very own fifteen minutes
of fame.A shor in the d,rrk? Perhaps.

Yet, as seen from recent articles on'blogginS' and'podcasting', or, in slightly more technical terms, webloggers,
featured in our very own Straits Times, bloSSing has gr?dually been assimilated into Singaporean culture, or, more
specifically. been inculcated into the identity ofyouths. Similarly, with the recent opening ofour very own podcasting

station, one can expect no less than a veritable explosion of its popqlarity here.

Perhaps rhe key question to ask at this point of time is -'what are blogging and podcastingl'Admittedly more
familiar with blogginS than podcastinS (since the latter is a relatively new phenomenon),1 will dedicate mor€ time to
rhe dissipation of the idea that it is merely a hobby carried out by rndivrduals in love with themselves.At the same

time, it is important to keep 
'n 

mind that these arguments can be similarly applied to podcasting as well.

BlogSing,or weblogging, is a term coined in the mid 90t to describe an lnternet log (hence web-log) ofan individuali
life,The traditional function has always been one similar to that oI a diary or journal a perfonal record of an

individual\ experiences. and his perceptions and opjnions which are formed as a result-Yet with the increasinS
penetration of the lnternet into our everyday lives, what was formerly an intensely private online journal has

evolved (and here some people prefer to use the word degenerated) into a poster of the person! life. an online

Modern'blog junkies',as some are dispangingly termed, are thus perceived to be alienated individuals desperately
seeking either,or both. r€cognitio n and attention.But most blogs have remained fundamentally the same!Surely it is

unfair to lambastth€se bloggers for beingshameless attention seekers simply because they have secured an audience
doing pretq, much the same thing as they have always done before.

Certainly, though, bloggers must have an inclination towards openness and must take some pleasure in others
readinS about their lives.Yet perhaps noq more than ever, blogging (and podcasting as well) has shifted from one
primarily focused on oneselfinto a more outlvard looking form ofwridng where both the readerand his comments
are taken seriously.lt follows that blogging has become less narcissistic, not more,as the question implies.lt might be

exhibitionistjc to the exrent that blogSers enioy divulging litde tidbits ofpersonal information,but to te.m it narcissistic
rs Per hdPs coo suonS

Undeniably, then, blogging must have an intrinsic value to the'bloSger', as podcasting must have for the'caster'-
some satisfaction derived from the imposition of onet individualit/ on others; yet to assert that this is the sole

source of utilit),, the be-all and end-all, and the alpha and omes4 of blogging is definitely Soing too fan lt reflects a

consciousness devoid of careful reasoning, and is too shallow and narrow-minded to be taken serioudy-

Since blogging and podcasting have become so prevalent in societl it is logical to say that blogSing serves a social

function alongside its primary one.ln hct, in certain instances, such as class bloSs,the value comes not so much from
the individuals recordin8 their dalliances,but rather because it is a medium for communication,and a convenient one

at that.

Moreover. blogging hasvery much become a social activity.The existence of blogSinS communities - such as L.E.W.D

and tomorrow.sg must testiry to the fact that what was previously an insular activity has become one in which a

bloSger can meet like-mind€d individuals.To those who think that these'blogging kabals',as they are so termed,are
merely motley collections of computer geeks and th€re is merely a tenuoLrs, if any, personal connection between
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them,they once a8,in commicrha sin ofov€rgenerarisation judging by photoson bross byauthors rike rnienue and
sky on their 8et-togechers,they are certainly a closely knit bunch. BlogSing serves as a m;ans ofconnecting individuals
in a medium which seems to have the negative effect of imposing an artificiar distance between people this must
hdve , .cl rirn valuc. even it ir i) ephemerdJ.

Most importantl, rhough, it is precisery be.ause broSs are a re{rection of the individuar, and because podcasting is,
likewise,an extension of everyday experiences,thar ic makes both such accurace indications ofsocieryt r-lndercurrents.
Blogs that are so entirely iso{ated from the fiow of public opinion and from the hubbtrb of everyday life will never
secure a readershiP beyond that individuals clique because they are so dissociated-from the oc5ers.lt ts tn utogs -those written by, for example, XiaXue, or Rockson, or even the notorious sarong pJrty Girr-brogs charged with rhe
current of social opinion and the force for social change, where the greatest and most significant measure of their
worth is seen and where blogs become sociat commentar,es. Rockson\ article on the*ecenc NKF saga (found ar
www-rockson blogspot.com) is no doubc rittered with a lirany ofprofanities and peppered with jokes,but underrying
all this humour ir a serious critique of the.harity organisation - perhaps made more relevant because it is so
distinctly singaPorean that it reflects the unexpressed views ofthe lalman. Blogs and podcasts must be able to srrike
a chord with their readers, to cranscend th€ personal and touch che public, if ever they are to fully futfit tieir
potential as an agent for social progress, and here their worth is not so onty to the individual, but, perhaps more
,mporcanrly, ro rhe tommunir/ a, a whole.

Therefore, to those who disparage brogs as being trite and insignificant, ro rhe flamers and frage,rators who djsmiss
podcasts as highly personal, self-indulgent and rhus irretevanr to the mainstream, t say that theii myopic nature does
not see the potential ofthese media.The sratement underestimates the value of blogs and podcasts and in so doing,
relegates and marginalises it to the periphery of society where it can fulfil no other function than cathartic. setf-
serving ones.To prevent this tragedy,and to avoid the subverslon ofan individuals right to have an impact on society,
the resounding ciarion call of the blogging community is this: Don't flog the btog.

Comments:

Quite on impossioned orgument.whdt are the ddvontoges ofthe broc and pod.ast for the dudience herc?
This deserves d €loser look
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The idea of'non-knowledge' that nor-knowing is a form of knowing too is a strain of thought that has persisted
from Socrates to modern day philosophers. Socrates famously wrote,'Wisest is she who knows she does not know',
which is an exposition not only on the value of modesty, but ako a phalosophical statement about the profundity of
an awareness o{one! limitations-This has been sustained by Fr€nch philosopherJacques Derrida, who contends that
we will never achieve complete knowledge. but can aspire to funher human understanding by pointing our the
absences and omissions in human thought- Scientific research demonstrates this €ssential irony, for the one tool that
we have.assumed,since the Enlightenment, will b ring us cenainty has in fact provoked greater ambiSui+The light of
science has made us all the more aware of the surrounding darkness.

Science has always been a crude tool,and its history is one of changes and corrections.Just as it was once taken for
granced that the world is flat. many of the prevalent'scientific' beljefs that we believe to be concrete may in facr have
little scientific basis. Newtonian physics, once regarded as absolute truths, has be€n proven nor to hold at high levels
of speed outsid€ of earths Sravitational conditions even Newtont 'Laws' are not absolure- Stephen Hawking
recently rescinded his earlier theory regarding the nature of black-holes, and scientists are beginning to find faults
with Darwin! Evotution Th eory. Science has been a continual process of refining human thoughqand this entails an
awareness of our short-comings rather than a belief in our scientific wisdom- As hrman knowledge has grown, we
are increasingly forced to come to terms with our ignorance and inability to comprehend the hidden forces behind
the universe - this, in itself, is a furthering of human knowledge. lt is in fact a healthy process the state of nor-
knowing, as Socrates wrote, brings us closer to wisdom. lt is crucial that we do not take knowledge to be absolute,
so that human understanding will not be static but instead will continue to evolve and develop.A complete belief an

the rationality ofscaence is, in ftrct, irrational.

This is reflected in the very nature of science - it is a method,an approach, an attitude, not an omnipotent system-
Scientific thinking involv€s scepticism not only of new strains ofthouSht but also of conventional ones that are taken
for gran ted. l'loreover, the scientific method is designed not to v€rit rruth, but ro detect untruth.Take, fo r example,
a simple experiment to test ifa copper wire conducts electricity- lf it does conduct electricity, it cannot be concluded
thatalllorms ofcopper cond uct electricity onlythis one has been proven to do so. Likewise, if it does notcondu€t
electricity, it cannot be concluded that all copper does not conduct electricity. Science is a method to rest specific
circumstances instead of a system that draws complete conclusions-This has been advocated by Carl Sagan, who
wrote that'absence of evidence is not evidenc€ of absence.' Even if we cannot prove that som€thing exis&,we have

to make provisions for the possibility that it does exist, only we lack the scientific tools to veriry its existence. As
such,the continuation ofscientific research willalways be a labourto approximate tlre truth even though we will not,
because we cannot,find it.

Modern scientiic developments such as cloning and genetic engineerinS have also stumbled into another lightless
reSion that of human morality. Scientific progress into these ar€as has revealed that even as we find out more
scientifically,there is much witiin ourselves that we do not know. Are we willing to integrate clones into our society?
Can we accept that we can manipulate the very substance of lifel How far can we go in our aftempt to change what
we are born withl Our attempts have yielded no answer - exc€pt that we do not know.ln a sense, controversial
scientific developments are great social experimenrs,forcing us to look inward and test our consciousness of what it
means to be human.The technologicalanswers have been found,butthe theologi€alones have not.lhe more science
empowers us, tie more we will find ourselves without moral. ethical, or religious compass. Perhaps, just as with
scientific testinS, we will never know where to draw the line betlveen 'right' and 'wrong'.The US Congress has
prohibited stem-cell research for now but this is a postponement of a judSement that it will eventually be forced to
make.The light ofscience has shown us the obscurity ofour humanity science has given us more questions thatwe
cannot answer lt has shown us what we do not know of the woid,and o{ ourselves.
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Commenti
Cogent orguments. An interesting redd - the scope ofdircuJsion is wide enough.
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deserve a second chan<e coo. Commenr24 (:hs: ?A0lB

"Criminals deserve a second chance too-'

That offenders shoold be allowed a'second chance' to reinteSrate themselves into society, to aftempt to make
amends that at least, panially, nullify and negate their wronSdoing and contribute toward betterment of society -
such may be the consensus shared by rhe more humanirarian among us. However, this scatement does not merely
a.gue for the perrnission or allowance of a second chance; it purports that criminals 'deserve' that second chance,
that they have a righdul and legitimate clajm on an emb.acing society, or, in courts ofjustice, a parallel claim on less
severe p ronou ncements. ln addressjng this question,we have to first examine the Srounds that a criminal may have in
demanding that renew€d passport into sociecy,then assess the likelihood ofthis'second chance'being perverted or
abused. Of course, how convincing an argument it is will depend upon the severity of the conviclt crime, which
necessarily nrfluences the appropriate severity of its consequences.

Supporters of the "Yellow Ribbon" proiect lounded in Sing:pore ar e Ikely ro arSue for empathy and sympathy."We
all make mistakes" is likely to be the catchphrase of the campaign. which urges us to empathise and reach out our
hands in open, undiluted warmth to ou. fellow citizens. However, the fanciful Facade ofthe cheer{ul ribbons may in
reality mask a truth that is less simple,less forthcoming,and more amorphous.The above statemenr rests on a tacit
assumplion that the rest ofus in society,that is,the non-criminal, law-abiding (or law-evading) portion ofsocieq/,are
awarded s€cdird chances in the secular world, be it the workplace, school or sports- However, stories ofexecurives
who have made a mistake in the corporate sector and lost their jobs as well as a second chance for future employ-
ment an that same area are not uncommon,and thus that tacit assumptjon that all have second chances and,the.€fore
that"all" should include criminals, is technically flawed.

As mentioned earlier, the sev€rity of punitive measu.es depends upon the severity of the ofiendert crime.lt is true
that all humans are fallible, and slip into moments of folly that upon later reflection look"like acrs of madness, when
$e initialimpulses have faded away", as writer ceorge Eliot notes.Sevenry percenr ofrhefu in Singapore are carried
out by teenagers - those below the age of eighteen and probably still in school.lt is unfortunate then,that young lives
ar€ blighted so earl/ in life,and understandable that they should be awarded a second chance for reconciliation and
reintegration into society-

The next question is the likelihood ofthe offender abusing his'second chance'and infl icting further harm on society.
This would be tantamountto the,udicial system releasinS a criminal and giving him free rean to commit more crimes
by blindly .eleasinS him again to society. In the United Srates, eight out of ten persons sentenced to death are
recurrent offenders.Thus, ifthe ofender tends to be recalcitrant and unrepentant, allowing the second chan.e would
be hishly detrimental to socieq, in short, if criminals are likely to abuse that second chance,they do not deserve
that second chance.

There are several reasons as to why ha.sh measures are imperative when dealing with severe 'law-flouters'. Firstly,a
system that is soft on punishment and generous with leniency may be considered as limp, inefiective, even corrupt. A
Chinese proverb alonS the lines of'kall one to warn a hundred' still rings true today.lt is important that a law system
acts sufficiently as a deterrent against future crimes, toward potential law-breakers. lf'second chances' are allofted
easily as though all criminals unquestioningly deserve it, the iudicial system would lose its potency. An appropriately
harsh system is thus necessary as a bulwark against recalcitrant offenders.

Another argument is that ofjustice.lfa murdered victim does not have rhat second chance in life,on whatgrounds
should a murdere. be Siven a second chance to find acceptance in society, even to life itselfl Consequences have to
be meted out in accordance to the severity ofthe crime, as mentioned earlier,and thus ifthe seriousness ofthe crime
demands it,the offender has (o be justly stopped with an appropriately punitive m€asure,and not be allowed a second
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Thirdly, as John Stuart 14ill states, society has a right to self-defence.A crime is an iniliction of harm on our societal
body, and thus we, on the whole, and not the excluded offendei have the right to setf-defence and the right to
demand suitably harsh measures to prevent yet another attack from a recalcitrant offender lt follows naturally that
the second chance should not be given to safeguard ourselves from potential harm.The onus of the law systern is to
identiry rhe sheep from the goats - the repentant from the unrepencant in order to decide who deserves the
second chance- Obviouslx this is subiective and not €as'ly accomptished, thus the comptexity of this issue.

There is ofren a gap, however, between the generoslry of the court and the generosity of socier/.Theyellow Ribbon
Project aims to close this 8aP through education campaigns pre.isely because it identifies this problem. Even if
criminak receive the second chance they deserve, in courts of law society may scill harbour remnanrs of distrust
toward an ex-offender,thus isolating him in a'second prison from which there is no easy release-There is a necessity,
I feel, for the aliSnment of societal and judicial notions of minor crimes and just punishment, before €riminats are
allowed to fully enjoy or approve the generosity of the court in giving a lighter sentence, or a second chance.This
alignment,like the whole gamut ofother issues,is similarly ambiguous,and can be created by rhe conrinued ef{orrs of
governmental and non Sovernmental organisarions, such as tha aforementioned 'Yellow Ribbon'society. An exacr
line may perhaps,never be drawn,burwe still need towork towards it,so tha! those criminals who deserve a second
chance reall/ receive that second chance,full and unalterable; while those criminals who forfeit their second chance
throuSh grossly unpardonable acts, face their consequential punishment.

Commentri
One of the very few essdys on this topic thst I've enjo,led reoding! You'ye token a thorcugh look ot the
question ohd have exomined the implicotions well. Perhops, a rook cdn 6e tdke'l too ot how ttrir second
chance could benefrt society dnd whether it it it in line with othet ospects of life in society (/ou mentioned
this hietly in parcgoph 2).
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Tide:k elirim ever iusrifiable?
Name:Neo Zhengwei Brian Class:2S05D

I

There is often much grumbring when rhe ropic of etitism is brouSht up in many a casuar discussion. compraints of
unfairness and iniustice have become armosr synonymous with the word. rndeed, eritism rhe pracing ofemphasis onthose who perform wdr,especiafly rerewnt to the fierd ofacademic study,and granting these,.erite,. more opportunities
in life to excel as comPared to someone noL as academrcally rnclined or cec"hnrcalty-competent in his particutar fieldof concern, has been a tiShrninS r od tor debare overund ov€r again.

lndeed,the negative imprications oferitism have not ueen tost on sociery,more so in performance-driven singapore.
However, it would be a huSe injustic€ to deem ir as never rusrifiabre. r'4uch as we may roathe tt . 

"..ogunt 
p#pou.

peacockthat passes ourwayever so lrequ ently, these products ofourelitist system have,ratner ironicaljy, ofte n beenthe drivingforce thatProPels our nation to further heights. Ata national level, e litism has provided countries with the
human talent they need to keep up in rh€ never-ending rat race for superiority amongst nations.To many nations,not
least in SeoSraPhically-constmined Singapore, human talenr is a resource that defiries their.ability to innovate andprogress.ln order to attract the b.ightesrand the best to singapore's recentry raunched Bioporis, the governmenr hasno choice but to be elitist. lt would be .ompletely illogical to pick anyone but the most innovative of scienrists towork in our laboratories.These products oferirism drive our economy,sen the brand name and products of singaporeto the world,and propel rhe nation to greater heiShts.

Besides' at rhe societar rever, eritism a|ows.us to groom and pick onry the most capabre and efircienr amongst the
Population to lead the community be it in the capacity ora poiitician,grassroots leaier, school councjllor or prefec!or even a class moniror- rt is necessary to serecr.the more academkaflt incrined and give them the extra opportunity
and guidance to €xcer,to groom them to be ready in the future to serve che nation.Tiere are no rwo ways about this.lfan elitist policy did noc appry,there wourd be a compromise rn scandards of readership in a society, thus affecting thefuture ofthe nation,organjsation or group.The granting or scho rarsh ips, Ior erampre, ii said to be eririst, but it cannotbe pfagmatic to award schorarships to any man on the street who desires it if he cannot prove himserfto be worthy.
Elrtism ensures that rhose who are acceptabre of beingworthy have the opportunity and the means to do so. Eritism
is therefore necessary to provide only rhe besr teadership for a sociery.

More apparendy' elitism can benefit peopre at the individuar rever.whire al peopre may be simira,i the same cannot besaid o{their potentiar in various disciprioes, be it in academic stud/,sports, tech n ical 
'd 

exterrty or music.lt would belogical to select the erire in ahese fierds and give them.more artention, to grant them addei opportunities to fufly
realise their potentiar,and deverop them into the "erite" that the/ can be. ,is a we|-known chinese idiom goes, we
should "teach each student according to his capacity". rt is ifiogi;J .o subje€t both a musicar dunce and a iotentiarMozartto the same music lessons. surcly there must be an avenue for the future Mozart to realise his full potential,or els€ his talent wourd go to waste The streaming ofstudents into difi€rent abirity bands,as is done in singapore, is
such a wayThe Gifted Education Program identifies students with high calibre ani a more cha enging cu.riculum js
provided for them, along with many more opportunities.While this ;:y not and often does not go down well withthe rest ofthe PoPulation, it is the way forward,and it can only be fair thar those who do well in their lleld of practice
or study be allowed to develop to their fullest potential. Such is the reality of el,tism_

still,Siven all the above'there has been by far a rarge proportion ofdisSruntred peopre bemoaninS the i|s oferitism.Elitism,they say' smacks of injustice, and it denaes the majority of equ Jpportunitie;- rt is unfair and marginarises theso_call€d."non-elite". rndeed, they are right to say that eritism g;an6 mor€ opportun,ties to srcceed to certainpeople. However ir is unfair to say rhat such opportuniries are unfairry given. rn oider to make up part ofthe.,erite',,
one would have already proven himserf to be worthy, be it by exceflentlrades or a strong showing in a competitionor aptitude tesr. Alr wourd have had the opportunity co be part of this "erite", but having faired to prove onet
worthiness, it would be, ironicarry, a great injustice to craim that those who have prove.' rhemserves to be worthy aregiven unfair advantages.

'i

The attitude ofthe"elite",our products ofrhis system,has been cafied into question time and again as we[.The errte. i

i
l
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having been granced such a starus byvirtue of their school,course ofstudy or scho{ars h ips, ofren become bi8 headcd
and snobbish, people complain.They view themselves as beinS brighter, more capable and superior to their"normat"
cornterparts, and are not able to empathise with the views and feelings of rhe latter. Given that these elite are to be
groomed as the futuro leaders ofour socieb/, by distancing themselves from the majority ofthe poputation, they are
effectively hindering their own ability to lead rhe very people chey are meani to serve.This concept of etitism,
therefo re, breeds aculture ofsuperiority and is detrimentalto societtthe detractors claim-While one would suspecr
thal much of the comPlaints are fuelled by jealousy as much as they can be fuelled by a desire to correct an evil as

they view it,one has to admit that, sad l/, there may be some truth in ir. Elitism does insrill a sense of prade that one is
"suPerior'' to others.This cannor be condoned,as more will be expected from rhe elire.lf such mindsets are built in
stone in our future leaders' minds and hearts, the future of our country is in jeopardy. ln this, much as etitism is
serving its purpose,there is inevitably an ugly side to it as well.

However, the sole reason why breedinS the culture of superiority means that elitism shoutd be shelved is clearly a

myopic one. One has to concede that elitism is n€ither perfect nor exemplary. However, to dismiss it as "never
justifiable" would be to shoot oneself in the fool lt would b€ akin ro scrapping a gleaminS lYercedes Benz just
because the front tyre was punctured. Elitism is serving its purpose, as ir has been through the /ears. As for the
shortcomings, the government has been taking measures to correat it. For example, the introduction of community
service for students allows such students to integnte with the society at large md be a parr of it.lt is through these
that the culture ofsuperiority can be countered.Though it may stilt exist, steps are being made in the riSht direcrion.

We.an see in allthis that elitism,though not pedect, has its benefit Certainly,it can be justifiable,even ifnot entirely
all the time. lt is important, howevei that we rake a.tive steps to refine rhe system, ro bring about proSress for

eorazrents:
Wfiether elttism ir iustifiable olso depends on whi.h system the elites dre f'om. ,n o democrctic system,the
elites rise up ofter going through different levels of rigorour testing, but in nondemocrotic rystemr, o?her
.ritetio moy opply - e,g. by bithfighL

ri
:,
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llodern socaety has a duality to it. Although it heralds advancement and proSress, it also brings with ir a sense of
isolation and immense pressure,deadeningand numbing us as senrientbeings.lt is fasr-paced and anything considered
irrelevant, useless, or obsoleie is quickly discarded.The survival of poetry is hence a testament to che appeal and
value of poetry in our modern society,for both the poer and the reader

PerhaPs the most basic function ofpoecry is the fact that it provides ?n outlet for e{pression- lc is an jnsrinctive n€ed
for us to express ourselves, and poetry has allowed us a medium in which we have articulated our thoughts for
centuries.This desire to give an opinion, or share our experiences, is especia'ly relevattt in modern society, where
people clamour to offer thear thoughts and want to be heard.

Mod€rnity also oft€n suggests to us to look towards the future, and this may lead ro negligence of the past.yet
histoD/ is important because it reminds us ofwho we are,and nourishes us with an understanding of how we came
to be what we are today. Poetry is parr of this history which has a deep-rooted cultural value. For exampte, rhe
lndians have thevedas and the l'4ahabharat as panoftheirh€rirage,whilerhe Engtish have Chaucerand Shak;speare
to stay rooted to all rhe vyhile looking forward b the future as welt_

Poetry is closely associated with the aesahetics because it appeals highly ro the senses. For instance,sound in poetry
is essential: onomatoPoeia is a literary technique in English literature fiat mimics the sound ofan animal call or any
othe. action. lt is hence something more fundamental that speaks ro our more basic parts, and may ground us and
Prove to be a resPite and relief from the Sarbled and convoluted signals rhat modern society bombards us with.In
fact, poetry may' through its rh/thms and cadences, be cons;dered musicat, and music has been considered the
greatest artform because it speak directly to our hearrOne may be able to appreciare the poem withour n€cessarily
knowing the language. Poetry engages us visualy too: an exampre is shape poems. cuaflaume Apofl,naire, a Frencir
poet' is also known for his calligranrmes,a type of visual poem that is more intricate than the average shape poem.
Thus, poetry serves an aesthetic {unction that soothes and fascinates us amidst the humdrum ofmodern life

our modern sociery

:

Funhermore,Poetry Provokes our intellect.lt conveys ideas through precision ofdiction,and enlarges our imaginative
sensibilit,,.The accuracy ofwords required to write a good poem demands a masrerfut Srip of tne tanguage, as well
as vigorous skill and thoughr- Poetry debunk myths,and aspires towards the truth and the heart ofthe matter: For
example,Wilfred owen, a war poet, says in his poem'Dulce et Decorum Est', chat it is a lie that dying for ones
country is always a beautiful thing because the gore that one encounters in war is purely visceral, and shows no
b€auty in the deed of killing. lt is hence little wonder that SamuelTaylor ColeridSe once famously remarked that
'poetry rs the best words in rhe besr order'.

ln addition, PoetrXasWordsworth opined,is'emotion recollected in tranquillity'.This not only alludes to the previous
notion of intense adroitness with the language, but also points to the fact that ir expands our capacity ro feel_The
process ofwriting a poem is nor simply ranting and lamenting ou r sorrows; neither is it an unabashed gushing about
our ioys.lt is disciPlined - but not restricted and feftered - emotion-This is in line with the id"u that it pronides u"
with an outletfor exPression,as it allows th€ poetan opportunity to share his fee{ings. But poerry is also concerned
with the reader,for itteaches the reader to sympathise with,and undeEtand,other felrow hLrman beinSs,by interpreting
the poem with not only thought but arso compassion. rt thus brings our feerings to the surface,and teaches us,simpti
put,to feelrhis is acutely valuable in the modern era,which may at times be harsh,demanding,and placing overemphasis
on thought or the abstract.

Poetry, most im po rtantly of all, connects people- ln 'The Be I 
J ar', syrvia plath (o r Esther G reenwood, the na rrator in

the novel) asserts that poetry survives because when one is falling down,one can turn to a good poem for comforr
ln the novel, moreover, this is contrasted with the idea of advancement and scieoce (perhaps representativ€ of
modern societ)'),which serve no such function.ln this sense, the poet! experiences are shared with the readers and
the most remarkable thing of all is thar these experiences,through poetry,transcend both geogmphical distance and
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time. Poetry connects us in an increasingl/ isolated modern society, and this is why it survives, and will continue to

Commentsi
Excellent work - highly petsudsive, with insightful <ommentory on the value dnd appeol of poety in our
oge toddy-There is effective use of quototions ond exomplet. An engaging and sophisticdted response to the
essoy quetaion. Keep up the good worlg Eugene!
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The days have Passed where peoPle could rely on religious faith as a source ofempowerment and sanction for theirwords and acrions rn the past century arone. the worrd has undergone immense technorogical, poriticar and socio-economic change rc has been torn apart and reshaped by wars ofincreasins devascation; it has seen the demise andbirth of eminent nations and suPerpowers; it has witnessed rhe rapid impiovernents that have taken standards ofliving;nd scientirc knowredge to new heights.This, arguabty, is the a8e "r'r* - *r.un human beinSs have reachedth€ir full potential to control their environment and their lives.ln th;ce ofsuch advancement, retigion - the betief .
in a higher, suPreme being and thus in a dererministic universe - does appear to have become obsotete and worse
still, irrelevant- H owever, r berieve that rerisiont prace in the human psyche and soci:rconsciousness is one rhat is hard|o replace and it is, in many ways, essenaial to rhe way humans functtn.

It cannot be denied thar the plgress of mankind has brought with it growing chat€nges to the concept of rerigion.
central to this is.he incredibre progress in science and ti:chn"togy;ve. tr,i."ntr.is- science has given mrn thepow€rs of life and death;the cloninS and gene technotogy deveioped in recent years a ows the replicaiion of humanlife'while the res€arch begun during the nucrear arms race in th; cordwar em has resurred in rhe deveropment of
weapons capabre ofsrauShter on an unimaSinabre scare- At the same time, sci€nce has shaped rhe way peopie think
the discovery o{the atom and theories such as Darwin\ surviiartheory of evorutjon, together with the deveropment
of positivist philosophy and rhe berief that the knowredge of a phenomenon can onry be vatidated with sensory
expefience, has created rhe ceftainty tbat alr events have a roSicar cause that can be proven as wefl as a deep-roote!
suspicion concerning the 'u nscientific', mysticaJ mumbo-jumbo of rerigion. Rerigion is ihus rendered incongruous withihe modern way of life; if man can take the prace of God in creating rife and d;ath, ifthere is proof that God did not
in fact create the world and neither is he capable_of miractes thaJcan now be explained w;th science and togic, ittherefore follows that man has no more need for co.t

Another crucial process in the secularisation oflhev,,orld and its movement away from re'i8ion is the great political
and economic change that has transformed the ivlrrd-The historian Eric Hobsbavim speak ofthe 20" ienruiy u, an
age ofcapitalism and indeed the spread ofcapitarist idears - the free market and cons,jmer sovereignty onry serves
to reinfo'ce PeoPlet beliefthat they have the ability to determine what they consume and the abitity to accrue weatth
on their own m€ritr. At the same time,the spread ofriberar democracy,at the way from the age of Enrighten ment to
the present when.the rulinS sup€rpower prides irself on iLs ideals of freedom anj democracy,las also cumutated intoda)'3 belief in the right of man to contror the cou.se of his rife. tlan has been empowered by scientific andsociopolirical chanSe,and it is arguable rhat set aSainst the asc€ndancy of man, reliSion and the belaefthat one! fate
is determined by a hiSher power must inevitably fade. One can perhap" point:to i'he .r.rent issues cha'enginS theauthority of reliSious tenets and organisations - abonion, homosexuaiity, women! Iiberarion - all issues ro do wirhpreviouslv disenfranchised sectors ofsociery as evidence of (he confliit beween rerrgious ideah and the chanSing
modes of rhink'n8 and percepoon rn rhe modern world.

However, one cannot discount the great influence that .erigion wierds over peopre! rives. rn many cases, rerigion has
become synonymous with reactionary forces - the pratform that rsramic iundamentarrsm campaigns on is a crear
examPle of this: the fundamentalists oppose the imposition ofwestern ideals :nd so-called decadence on rheir
societies Even inAmerica,the suPPosed bastion ofliberal ideas and loose momls,the r€cent presidential election saw
a reassertion of pov/er ofthe religious riSht people who oppose issues like abortion and homosexuality based onreligious reasons.

Yet this only Soes to show the r€levance of religion to society- R€ligion is intricately linked to the values and culture
ofa people'and indeed religion can pray a hugery positive rore in crarifying ethicar a'nd morat issues for many peopre.
k can also be argued that in a fast-chanSing society, religion provides iorifort and sotace by offering concrete ideats
and beliefs to hold on to. one can rook to a pno. p".ta ot in,"nru .han8e the rndusrriar Revorution of the rgd,century - for an example of this: at the cusp of this era that promiseJ an overturning of rerigious beriefs, thephilosophers comte and Feurbach radicar thinkers for their time - stifl emphasised the imporcance of rerigion,as
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manifested not so much in rigid faith but a'love' and consideration of human good in ensuring society! progress.
Perhaps it is this aspect of religion that will remain in todayt secular world_

Comments:
This it d perrinent discussion, well oryonised dnd lluently written. However, the lart paragrdph would hdve
served befter os o s+ orate orgument ftther thon ds rhe conclusion os tfiere ore quite o few good ideas that
could be fufther eloborqted on. Nonetheless, tfijr ir on effective dnd succinct essoy.
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T,tle: ReliSioais becominS irrelevant in our secular world 6day-'Discuss.
Name Rebec.aYeoh Class:2A0lB

Religion has always been an imegrai part of mankind s history from the ancient wors hap ol ze.r s to the modern day,
much Publicised Scientology. Based on historical evidence,there is lictle reason to believe thac this tradition of men
should ch$ge. ReliSion has always been there to provide answers, provide emotionat support as a moral guidepost
and as the recognition and worship of a higher power:Those needs of hurnanity have not changed.The question we
then need to ask olrrselves is, in an increasingly secular society, have these needs changed,and i{ they have not, have
we found new ways of satistjng them?This essay witl argue that this is not the case, as the needs have not changed -
w€ still need answers, a higher power and a moral 8u'depost.whjle science can r€ptace relision in some of these
holes, religion remains relevant in that only it can satist rhe emotional needs of mankind.

The newspaper seems to 8re€t the public day after da/ wirh news of reliSion becomin8 decreasingly important in
society students in France cannot wear religious symbols to school, tudungs in Singaporean schools are banned.
Eu rope, home of m ost mode rn day western religions, is, according ro most statistical evidenc€, becom ing increasingly
secular.The State in most European countries no lonSer makes decisions based on religion all these facts appear to
point to religion becoming obsolete as the world gets more secular.

It is not just the world that is changing to be.ome more secular - religion itself has evotved. becoming apparenrly
more inclusive.The best example ofthis is christianity arSuably a-retision onlyfortheJewsas cod's chosen peopte;
its character has evolved from being exclusively Jewish. lt appears thacnot only is society placing less importance on
relagion, religion ilself is PlacinS less importance on iLsellbecoming increasanSly diluted as it becomes more inclusive-
It seems reasonable to suSSest that the dualmomentum ofthe changing nature ofmodern society alonS with thar of
religion,will eventually lead to the replacement of religion with secularism.

There is already evidence ofthis change -there are increasinS arguments for science and technology being the new
reliSion. ln some senses, this is accurate,?s it seems to fullllat leasr some of the.purposes of religion. Science aims to
Provide the answers to many of the questions that religion used to account for, sllch as the beginnings of man and the
creation of the universe- ln the secular world, especially at state level, many spurn the religious answers to these
questions in favour of the rational scientific arSuments.A point would be the widespread beliefs of the theory of
evolution as opposed to the tieory of the creation ofAdam and Eve. Science appears to be reptacing religion by
disprovinS many of its beliefs- By showing thar ar macro and micro levels, many laws of cause and effect do not seem
to apply,science appears to have refuted the Christian beliefthat everything has a cause,and the first cause is cod- tt
also seems to provide an alternative to the traditional Sods - many mathematicians believe that the explanation for
the universe will be found in the Grand UnifyingTheorrand that tie highe. power that religion advocates will, in fact,
be a mathamatical equation. lf this is the case, science appears to be the aternative to religion in modern secular
society, fulfillinS both the roles of providing answers and belief in a higher power.

Hence, there is a strong arSument for the irrelevance of reljgion: ar the state level especialb/, religion plays a very
insignificant role. However at the individual level,thinSs are not quite as simple.The state does not have the emotional
needs of the individual,and this is where science is found to be lacking.while it may be able to provide answers and
rational explanations, it cannot account for the emotional need on the part of humans to believe in a consciousness
bi88er than themse,ves. studies have shown that the human beingt brain is wired for beliefin a higher power akind
of reliSion Sene.The inclination towards religion appears to be intractabl€ to our narure - while a select group may
fi8ht this instinct in favour of mtional thouSht, historicall/ we can see that reSa.dless of science! ability to provide
more accurate answers and Prove reliSion wrons, People will still turn to religion. Despite Galileo and Copernicus
ProvinS the Church wrong about the Earth beinS the centre of the universe, Christianiry still remains tr powerful
influence on the individual level. Clearly, rational answers are insignificant and cannot replace the emotional need for
religion.

Fu rthermore, history is not a straighr line of continuous progress, but is much more lik€ a pendulum.While Europe
aPPears to place decreasing importance on religion, America,founded on principles of freedom ofall rhings,including
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reliSion, seems to be swaying the other way. Just as humanity returned to relition after the Age of Reason, it is

arguable that in Europe,the pendulum has reached one extreme,and as it advanc€s,it v/ill,like America, begin to swing
the other way. Religious belief in Anerica is stront, with over 60% believing in miracles,and thei. President being a
"born again Christian". Perhaps, rarher than progressing beyond reliSion, Europe will eventually swing back this way,
historical evidence €ertaanly seems to suggest it, in the fall of the secular beliefs of ideologies such as Marxism.

Lenin referred to religion as "tie opium of the masses". Perhaps this is true; however, the question here is not
wh€ther God exists, but whether the need still does.ln an increasingly technological world, Marx's alienation and
Durkheim's anomi€ still exist, and if any, have intensified.Vy'tile science is sufficientatrhe rational levelfor now,ir does
little to fulfil the emotional, psychological and moral need%r religion,and perhaps rhe latter is now more necessary
than ever. For this reason, this essay argues that rather than repla€ing religiori, the increased use of science has
increased emotional alienation at the individual level, and hen6e,more thin ever nowthe masses need their reliSious
oPium.

Cornne_48
A persuosive orgument.
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"History has rePeated jtsel{, yet a8ain": many may llnd themselves saying this, at some point in th€ir lives or othen
lndeed, standins at the beginning of a new century and looking back, we sense that history has gone through
Predictable cycles of war and peace- Revolqtions often occur in th€ same fashion, and the outbreak;f war. in tie
same manner. conforms to the same set ofconditions and actions.This might lead one to conclude that histor/ has
lost its use-The imPlication ofthe question "What is the use ofstudying hisrory when history keeps repeating it;etft,'
is that history, being a repeated cycle of evqnts, has become boring and more importantly, there are no lessons to
gain from studying history.As a history student mysetl I certainly do noi aSree with this.

f,lFor one. rhere are other uses of hisrory even if history were to repeat itseit I study history for the intellectuat
challenge and stimulus.To quote Pla(o, history is studied due to onei passion for "knowledgE" and rhe inte ectual
challenge. lndeed, there are areas in history that are intriguing. Causation, for instance, is a much-debated area of
histoty.The conflict between those who see history as a series of chance €vents and rhose who view history as a
Progression, Pointing to the inevitability of certain occurrences in history. can never be resolved. Exptoring the
debate between these two diverging ways of viewing hisrory, is, in my opinton, a mental chaltenge and someihirg
some miShr tal.e deli8hr in doin8.

' -l poinc to the example of historians debate reSarding the cause of WWl. Many subscribe to the view of WWt being
caused by a cumulation o{tensions since the previous decade,for instance wh€n Brihin, France and Rirssia entered
into aTriPle Entente and ltaly, Germany and Austria entered into the Triple Alliance, hence dividing the wortd into
tlvo armed camps, thus necessitating the confrontation of borh camps. However Sir Geoffrey Elton attributes th€
start o{ WWI to the breakdown of riilv/ay timetables!The challenge, in tooking at the same history and coming up
with two different ways of viewing and exptaininS it, is one that many studying history retish engaSing in.

\1/ Fur thermore. chere is r Sroup of po!r-modernist historians who are in constant sear€h {or the"truth" in histoFyTo
them,"the study of history amounts to the search for the truth",as said by Sir Geof{re),. tndeed,for centuries, tiere
have b€en bistorians who dedicate<J their lives to the search for rhe Holy crail in history.They recognise rhe
inherent bias when historians write his.ory and hence attempt to find"what actually happenedl' (Elton) in history, by
studyingthe historian,in conjunction with studying historyThe use ofstudyinS history is thus to constantly uncove;
new truths on past events. But what is historical lruthi

For the layman, there is still a use in studying historr history does notSet boring though it nay keep rcpeating itse[
The definition of histor/ here must be questioned: history is not mer€ly limited to that of poiiticaihisiory culturat
history,for instance, is one ofgreat relevance to those interested in culture. My classmate, for instance, wio is very
interested in art, fashion and culture, did a study of Nazi cultural life and propaSanda and contmsted ir with that
under the Stalinist regime. Each cultural history is resplendent with its own glories and individualit/ and this makes
the study of cultural history very interesting- Th e An nales historians.for instance,focus on Seography and the study
of cavilisations.Thus, history does not only refer to the history ofculture or of civilisations asoiiat ntstory),wtrictr in
itself is interesting and useful.

The assumption in thk question is that hastory repeats irsell Does history really repeat itselo ln my opinion, the
occurrence of every €vent in history is unique. Historians such as A j praylor, for instance, look at history as on€
based on the Chaos Theorv and creopatra! Nose Theory He views history as that made of many smair trigger
events.for instance. Mussolini's use ofrhe Miscalculation ofthe king_ Essentially, there are no patterns to history and
if history is a patchwort of.h"n.. 

"u"nt , th* it *ould be imposliUte for history to repeat itsetf_

ln addition, there is another school of historians that views history as a progression. Marxists, for instance, view
hastory as a progression to communism and historians like Fukuyama believe that history is the progress of man
towards liberalism.lf history were a proSression, then eveD/ event in histoq/ would serve a different purpose in the
progression and thus, no event would repea't itself.
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, Fundamencally I believe rhal every event, past and presenti comes about due to various reasons; the reasons for
I WWI rndWWll are vnscly differenc if we consider the details oftheir occurrence-Thus,as such,l believe that it is a

sweeping sratement to say that history does in fact repeat itself.

, (;)
l\--lFinally,therei!aninherenLconurdrctioninthisquestionpreciselybecausehistoryrcpeatsitsellBecausehistory

repeats itself, there rs a case ro be made for us to learn from the mistakes o{the pasr- For instance,learning from the
. ev Pefle n ce of th e Cold Wa r , we now know the destru ctive effects of a n uclear arms race, as evidenced by the Cuban

I V,s"it" C.",t rna the near oucbieak ofa nuclearwar.This has helped in th€ preservation ofpeacetoday,as countries
siSn various Perce treatres. Economrc hiscory,for instan ce, provides us with a better solurion to economic problems

. coday. For instance, the world in the 70s took up monetarism with great gusto due t6 the failure of Ke/nesian
I merhods.Therefore, it is precisely because hisrory repeats itself that we mr:st study history.
I

ln conclusion,as a student Passionate about the study of history,I believe that there are a vast iumber of uses for the

I scody of hisrory,even rf we assume chat history repeats itself.ln fact, as a.gued by many historians, history does not
' actually repeat itself. And as Theodore Zeldine, a historian, said, while historians are 'court jesters', rhey are also
I 'soothsayers'; aPart from studyinS history for interest, history must be studied precisely becaLise ir repears itsell

Comments:
Excellent use o{ refercnces to historicdl events and the views of hirtorions. Trris js o ver'/ comprchensive
.overuge of the essay quettion;d .ogent argument wos presenred with otiginatity and sopt isticotion. Keep
it uP, I e n nifet! We ll-d o n e.
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Take a break from reading all these worthy GP essays and read a poem instead!
It was written by Pek Li Jun, a Humanities student in the class of 2005.
It's about the meaning of our universe - ifthere is any, that is!

The story behind this poem makes interesting reading.l s€t my class a routine poetry comparison
exercise involving two poems dealing with the old question:'\A/ho made the world?' One of thes€
poems said confidently that God made it all; the other was not so certain, seeinS God, instead, as a
figmgnt of man's desperate imagination. Here are th€ two poerns in full.

I
Source unknown

Who turns his eye on natures midnight face,

Bug must enquire -'What hand behind the scene,

What arm almighty, pirt these wheeling globes

ln motion, and wound up the vast machinel
Who rounded in his palm these spacious orbsl

Who bowled them flaminS through the dark pro{ound,
Numerous as glittering gems of morninS dew

Or sparks {rom populous cities in a blaze,
And set the bosom of old night on fire?

Peopled her desert; and made horror smile]'
Straight comes the answer He, whose potent word.

Like the loud trumpet,levied first their powers
ln NiSht's inSlorious empire,where they slept

ln beds of darkness: armed them with lierce flames.

ArranSed, and disciplined, and clothed in gold;

And called them out of chaos to the field,
Where now they war with vice and unbeliet

lt
'jodrell Bonk' by PATR c DICKTNSON

Who were they, what lonely men
lmposed on the fact of night
The fiction of constellataons
And made commensurable

The distance b€tween
Th€mselves their loves and their doubt

OI governments and nations;
Who made the dark stable

When the light was not? Now
We receive the blind codes
Of spaces beyond the span

Of our m),ths, and a long dead star
l'lay only echo how

There are no loves nor gods
l"lan can invent co explain
How lonely all men are.
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Li lun dul,/ honded in het piece workTo be honest,her answerwds no morcthan rcosonobly sotisfa.toty but
on the bockofher answet she hdd scribbled the wonderful poem below-At the end was a note oddrcssed to
me, telring me thot sbe had been'moved',osthey s.t\l,Iftrm her rcoding of the two poems to write o rtdrement
of her own position on the mdtter.This wos, in fact,In more interesting thot het formo, response to the

Why do I tell you oll this? For one si&pre reoson.Io encouroge you to ree beyonat the sometimes prcsaic
demands ofthe syllobus dnd to feel free to respond in ways that" in some instinctive sense, reem rtght or
oppropriate even thou$h not reolly ofthodox. You nevet knov out of it may .ome somerfting like this,
something thot i5 indeed'excellence'.

Mr Geoff Purvis

Who can say firmly, concr€tely what
Exists behind the veilof earthly existence?

The intaogible divine possibility seems to nudge
Some slightly, liShtly, €asing one toward the precapice

Of beliel I teeter on the edge,wanting
To feel more strongly, waiting for the push

That topples me over, th€ fall that comes before
The faith;gaze with envy at the sraunch believ€rs

Who hear and see Him in crystalline fragments of life
Brimming with conviction, elevated by this exclusive
Entr/ into the behind-the-scenes ofworldly stage.

At the other end of the spectrum (of colours, a promise
From God that the v{orld would never be destroyed

By rain, say His children) are the self-help subscribers.
Striding towards a future of their own construct,

Skyscrap€rs made possible by tools and machanery,
l'lade possible by science and technology, made possible

By man,who is the measure. Look around and see
The same rainbow- that is caused by

"The refractive dispe.sion of sunlight in drops of rain or mist",
No fanciful fairytales for them, thank you very much-

N:rur e rs a presenr handed ro rhe s(ienrisc,
Artfully wrapped in coloured paper

Bows and butterflies with flourishes of ribbon,
Which logic and research can undo unravel

Reduce all mystery to reason.
I am a hybrid of extremes,with neither's certainty

Righteousness shining like a halo
Neither\ grip on their religion of Christianity or

Science.Treading in the still waters berween
The banks, waiting for an absence or presence to be felt.

Pek Li Jun
2A0ta./2005
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Autobiographies

Two of my Chrisrmas readings have been autobiographical: Untold Stories byAtan Bennetc and lcdcfier Mon by Frank
l'4cCourt

lfyougo into Kino or Borders andlookforthe biography secrion,/ou will be disappoinred. There isnt one. Bur
go into aWaterstones in Britain and you will find that biography is a large and prominenc secrion.

Could it be that there is a cultural difference herel That in the east,rhe individual hisrory, especially wrircen by the
individual himseli is regarded as unimportant or even distastefully.self-advertising, the individual being important
onlyas adutiful family or clan member? lt is tempting to see the phenomenon of biog.aphy as a prcduct ofthe
protestant reformation, the new idea that the individual has a personal relationship with God, wichout need for
mediation by priest or church. This makes the individual,and the story of his life,quite centrat and important.

For a taste of this peculilr western phenomenon, Unto/d Stories will serve well. Alan Bennett is a familiar figure on
the Bicish cultural s.ene;known mainly as a playwriSht and before rharas a member of the daring 60\ review Beyond
the Fringq, full of satire and absurdist humou., he has always looked like a caricature schootboy, and he still does
somehowalthouSh he must be nearly 70 His series oftelevision monologues, Iclking Heods, is often a literature set
boolc H is latest play, Ihe History 8oys, hls been a Sreat su€cess an d is being fi lm ed. He wrot€ fh e Madness of George
llr, a film which was shown in Singapore-

Untoid Stories consists ofdiary entries,anecdotes and some more sustain€d pieces of nanative, including his successful
battle with cancer- lt includes the detailed storaes of his family members, such as his mother who suffered from
mental illness. Therc is frank reflection on his experience of being gay; his life, wherher rourine as he claims or
dramatic as it occasionally becomes, is always a thoroughly examined one. For exampte he made a very successfut
play our of the story of a woman who lived in a van in his drive.

Frank Mccourt is also more famous for other works, in his case Angelo\ Ashes, the story of his desperatety poor
childhood in LimericL Teoch€r /Von tells the story of his adultlife until his r€tirem€nt from teaching. lt was at that
point that he finally had time to write, starting with Angelo'sAsfies, rhen 'fis (lrish dialect for'i! is'),followed by Ieocher
Mon. As far as I can see,he is honest about the teaching experience. He insists on bringinS out the significance ofthe
numbers,for instance:

lf you asked all the students in your five classes to write three hundred and fifty words each then
you had 175 multiplied by 350 and that was 41,750 words you had to read, correct, evatuate and
grade on evenings and weekends. That! ifyou were wise enouSh to give them only one assignment
per week- You had to correcr mis-spellings,{aulty grammar,poor structure,transitions, sloppiness in
general.

His teachins career is in NewYork and the book gives a good impression of the mcial and cutturat mix there.The
book is full of characters and humour, especially among the pupils. The exchanSes between students and teacher
may seem outrageous in S'ngaporean eyes,but they are actually quite typical ofwestern schools. The pressures and
stresses of adu lt life are well portrayed in th e brief accou nt of h is failed marriage. Frank M cCou rt's own e n dearing
chara€ter is a large pan of the pleasure of the book,whereas with Alan Bennert, despite the homeliness, there is a
critical and intellectual edge which keeps you emotionally disengaged. Both books are a pleasure to read in their
differenr ways.

Mike Evans
Former Head of English
Raflles lunior College


